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HEADQUARTTRS
16TH ARMORED INFANTRY BATTALION
Camp Campvell, Kentucky.

SUBJECT: Unit History

TO ¢ Adjutant General, Washington D.C,
(Thru Commanding General, 14th A.D., Camp Campbell, EKentucky.

1. As required by AR 3U5-105, the following is an extract of the
Historical Record of this orgeanization for the calender year of 1943,

(a) Original unit - 62nd Armored Infantry Regiment,
(1) New Designation = 19th Armored Infantry Battzlion.
2) Date of orgenizstion - 20 September 1943.
(3) Place of organization - Camp Chaffee, Arkensas.
(4) Authority for organization - General Order #8, 1l4th AD
dated 20 September 1943, par 7.

(5) Sources from which personnel was obtained, by transfer
from other units - Special Order #228, Hq 1Lth AD, par 1 & Lg,

(v) Ch, nges in organization - Reorgsnization - Authority for Re-
organigation an? designation ! .0, ¥», Hg., l4th Ap, Camp Cnatfee, Arkeness,
dtd 20 September 1y4j and WD 1tr. (c) AT 322 (10 Sept 1943) OB-I-GNGCT dtd, 15
Sept 1943, Subject: Reorganization of Armored Division and 1st Ind., Hq Third
Army dtd 20 Sept 1943,

(c) Strength, commissioned and enlisted men:
(Records prior to 20 Sept 1943 not available because of
reorganization )
Officers V.0,
At beginning of period o4 1
Net loss in "September 3
Net lose in October
Net loss in November
Wet loss in December
At end of period Rl

Stations.
(1) Departed frce Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, 1Y November 1943,
(2) Arrived in Tennessee Maneuver Area, 16 November 19473,

“HARCLD G. BYDR
Lt, Col.4{ Infantry
Commending
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BATT ALTOI\‘ HTSTORY '

010001 “March 19115 to
¢ < s , 312100  Marech ‘1945
_ The: Battalion was occup*nhg dei'ens*r ve positiors in Pfaffenhofen ‘and La?:ﬂ_ch,
France, engaged in dctive patrolling and raﬂ d-rng against opposing enemy groups
in Bitschoffen, France, as ‘the month of March began. fith "C" Company on the
outpost Line of Resistance in La Walch, "B" Company on the Main Line of Resfstance
in Pfaff cnhof‘en arid aAn Cozmanj in Battaly on reserve in Bttendorf, France.

At 010300 Mzrch, araiding party of 55 men, led by Lt. Auer, all of "A“
Company hit the southern end of Bitechoffen with the mission of taking a prisoner.
A heavy fire fight with ‘German outposts resulted in thereid being broken up with-
out accomplishing its mission, but the party breught back much valuable information
on the disposition of enemy troops; mines (both AT, &8nd personnel) and new de= ="

fensive works. : : . : 5

During the 2nd L.arcn 1945 the battalion continued the mor‘ovencnt of its
positions and sent out a reconnaissance patrol which was uwmwittingly taken under
fire by a neighboring friendly unit and foreed to return.  The matter was taken up

through “regular military channels, and cleared ®up.

At 021700 March 1945 Operational Tnstruction No. 2, Ha 1hth Armcred Division
was received, d:-_recti ng tha; the 66th &rm'd Inf Bn- would relieve 19%%h l\.]’.B., priore.

’co 070600 "

During the  3rd 1.arch, tentat-: ve arrangenrnnts for the rﬂlzef of the ba.tta.lw on
by the OUuh were made with representatives of CC"A". The usual nonu—..c-u patrols
with flanking® units were miintained, and at 1700 hours a coordinated fire plan,
resulting in the empl oyment:of all available weapons, coverpd the woodedrarea Hast
of Bitschhoffen- *"*-t.u concentratccﬁ fire. _

March ‘Lith was s.m,nt 'in routing-patrolling, 13“1)3:‘0?&.’11911"0 of ‘defensive positions
&5 defermined from observation, and information received - frof P.W.'s were

by ‘mértars, assault guns, and machine‘guns. - At 1900 hours, operational HMemora
dun No. 32 was received, which directed the relief of CC"B" by "CCA". The relief

became ‘effechbive at 2000 hours.

Ori - 5-March 1;5 the roéubine patrolling of the zeohe, and continvation-of work-
on the ‘defenisive positiens occupied the “bavbalion un"ml 1800 hoiirs, at viiich timé
nated fire plan; L:Lrl,m; ng the -enployment of all weapons on BitsSchhoffen and
Wooded area east of it. Folldw iing the i ng'a propaganda broadeast was .
directed through the publie {".dClI‘ESS system towards the enemy.

0’0 hours,-'6 March L5 MZjor Green issued the wharch order -to- becowe effec-

etion’ of the relief of the batfalien, and by 2h00 howrs theé'entire
on the road to the new area the relief by 68 having been completed
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070110 March 45 the b on had clos«=d in -rts new area, v
heim, and the rest, of the batitalion in' Saessolshein
ias )_r:ent in rehabilitation and resuuply, while the defense
im and Ingenheim were planned and prepared,; and this same schedule was
through © March with a special check of all vehicles was instituted by

all units hawving road blocks, to uncover a stolen 2 }/2 ton truck which contained
items of qu secret classification.

Throug:; 9 Mar and.1@ March L5 schedulel ’L.ram-rnb was carried out. by the
battalion, With firing of STmm A.T. guns’and 507 cal 'machine guis on the 8t Jeam °-
Range highlighting the progran.

At 101037 an order was received @rom CC"B" (%o which-thé-battalion was' attach-
ed) d ﬂ“cc‘tmb that 201 staff ofifYcers and coempahy commanders be preahrca to make
a'route recennaissance after 1200 hours, ‘and at 1430 the' group left to Pecennciter
the area iff vieinity of Uhlwiller. ~Ab 1645 all platoon leaders. Teft. the  battalion
area to reconnoiter the positions to be occupied by the units upon relief of the
3rd Battalion 1h2nd and one platoon of 2nd Bn., 142nd Infantry.

Relief 'of the units mentioned above wes comighced’at 111800 March k5;: and
completed by 112215 March with Bn.'Hg. , Hq Co, -and Medical® Deb."in"Ohluhgén,
Company "A" in Thlwiller, as battalion reserve, N"B"-off the left along the Moder “°
River and "C" on the right, also along the Moder, which formed the M.1.R. One
platoon” offi medium tanks, attached to'the battalion from 25th Tank Battalion was
placed in Schweighausen, which was pccupied by "C" Company. A rifle platoon from
AW Company was detached to CC"B" to yrowde security for th b Fec_dnumrters.

At 120700 March a’Germen desSerter walked into "C" Company Sector and gage
himself up. He cl a:,wd to be an Alsatian and provided the battalion with much
valueble -*n.;ormatlon regarding enemy dispositions. A patrol, led by Lt, Levine
of 4pw Comnany probed the German line and! engaged in a‘brief f:re i‘ncﬂt mt.h German
outpos

Positionsalong the M;L.R. and B.R.I4 were improved, and the battalion par-
ticipated in’a coordinated fire’ p].an to harass Geman troops in“front of our
positions. :

On 13 March approximately 25 rounds oi‘ a.rtlllery est-u-lated to be 1501:1111 fell ir
Qhlingen and more of the same, in addition to 120mm mortar, fell in Schweighausen.
No casualties-were inflicted by this fire,. although’ some vehicular, damage was Sus-
tained.  The battalion engaged in-another ‘coordi ated fire ,,lar and conu-nnued the

improven ent of - vositions.

Routine-improvement ofp-posi twns, and another coordlnated fire plan engaged the
battalion throughout the 1l March, and a machine gun nest was smod‘,vd and_quickly
neutrali: zed by vnortar fire, whep the Gnrma.ns returned -the fire.

A% 150645 and continning to 0'?1;5, all available small arms, assawlt guns, and
mortars fired a concentrated b ¢ into ‘the German positions-and attack of the.
36th Division on our left and ri (1}4211(1 and-1h3rd Inf Regts on left, 1lklst on
right) rescinded at 1230. The battalion left flank was left exposed when the Slth
Cav, Recon. Sqdr. pulled out, and the sitvation was further complicated by an
order to assemble the battalion and put it on a one hour alert which was received
at 1L00 hours. In complying with this order the battalion left "C" Company in
position, to protect the lllst Inf. Regt. left flank, and assembled all of "B" Co.
(less security patrols and a skelton outpost on the M.L.R.) The A.T. platoon of "B"
relieved the rifle platoon of "A" Co. which was attached to CC"B Hq and F.0. #13,
Hq CC"B", 1lth A.D. was received at 1800 hours.




DECLASSIF 1x2

H__3_~.JL1_+

_.—-—'—-__'__._.-‘I

Authority_

J-mnguamm
1971 ARMORED TWFANTRY ' BATTALION
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mlmLm Hls'romr ' ' 6 May 1‘«1;5

010001 March 19115 ’co
: 312100 uarch 1545
The Bettallon was occupyihg’ dei‘enm ve ‘JOS‘i'tj_OﬂS in Pfaffenhofen and LaWalch,
France, engaged in active patrolling and rajding against opposing enemy groups
in Bitschoffen, France, as the momth of March began. With "C" Company on the
outpost Line of Resistance in La Walch, "B" Company on the Main Line of Res&stance
in Pfaffenhofen and A" Company in Bat.talw on reserve ‘in Bttendorf, France.

At 010300 Iua.rch, a raiding party of 55 men, led by Lt: Auer, all of "AM
Company m’o the southern end of Bitechoffen with the mission of taking a prisoner.
A “ea'\r' 4re fight -with German outposts resulted in thereid being broken up with-
out accorm‘hsh-nnr its missiof, but the party breught back much valuableé information
on the disposition of enemy troops; mines (both"A.T, and nersonnel) am' new de= "
fensive uorhs.

During the 2nd Larch 1945 the battalion continued the :;ﬂ)rovenont of its
positions and sent out a reconnaissance patrol which was wmwittingly taken under
fire by a neighboring friendly unit and forced to return. ' The matter was taken up
tnrougn regular military channels, and cleared wup.™ ' ¥

“At 021700 March 1945 Operational Instruct*on No. 2, Hq 1lth Armored Division
was rece:l_ved, cﬁrecting that the 68th .&m‘d Inf Bn-would relieve 19th .k,I;B.,_pI‘ior\?

to- 0706003 " N
During the' 3rd March, tentative arrangements for the relief 6f the battalion

by the 60th were made with representatives of CC"A". The usual contact patrols

with flanking wnits Were maintained, and at 1700 hours a coordinated fire plan,

resulting in the employment:of all available weapons, com_red the wooded ‘area #ast

of Bi Lscqhofxen with concentrated fire.

liareh ‘ith was saerrt in routing-patrolling, improvement of defensive positions
and targets determined from observation, and information receivéd- froit P.W. IS were
enge by mortars, assault bum, and machine ‘gunsi - At 1900 hours, ¢operalional lMemors
ndun No, "2 was received, which directed tne rcl- ef of CC"B" by "CCA". The relief

became :._“ct-n ve'at '»‘OUO hours.

Ori 5 March ‘4S5 ‘the rout_w,n- patrolling ‘of the' zéhe, and continuwation of work :
on the ‘defefisive positieons occupied the battalion until 1800 hours, at wiiich timé
ated fire plan, directing the “enploymént of all weapons on Bitschhoffen and
the Wooded area’east of it. "-Following the firing a Dropaganda breoadecast was
through the “hDTTC "dareau systen towards the enemy.

At 100 0 hours,; 6 March L5 Mdjor Creen issued’the #arch order -to become effec-
tive upon’completion of the'relief ofitheibattalion, ‘and by 2 2ho0 't s the entire
battalion was on the road to the new area the relief by 68 having on completed

at 2332;
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070110 March L5 the battelion had closed in-its new sreaj with HAW
in Ingenheim, and the rest of the battalion in Saessolsheim, France.
day was spent “in rehabilitation and redsuuply, while the defenses of

heim and Ingenheim were planned and prepared; and this same schedule was

d through 6 March with a special check of all vehicles was instituted by
all wnits having road blocks, to uncover a stolen 2 1/2 ton truck which contained
items of top secret classification.
O Mar and.1@ Narch L5 scheduled training was carried out by the

th firing of 5Tmm A.T. guns’and 50°'cal machine guns on the St Jeam“-

Range highlighting the program.

Through

At 101037 an order was received @rom CC"B" (to which-thé-battalion was'attach-
ed) directing that all Staff ofificers and company commanders be prepared to make
a'route reconnaissance after 1200 hours, and at 1430 the group left to Feconnoiter
the areéa in vieinity of Uhlwiller. ~ At 1645 all platoon leaders. Teft: thie battalion
area to reconnoiter the positions to be occupied by the units upon relief of the
3rd Battalion 1h2hd and one platoon of 2nd Bn., 1L2nd Infantry.

Relief of the uhits mentioned above was coimiéhced’ at- 111800 March 45, ahd
completed by 112215 #March with Bn. Hg. , Ha Co, .and Medical®Deb.”in"Ohluhgén,
Company - "A" in Uhlwiller, as battalion reserve, "B"'oh the left along the hoder
River and "C" on the right, also along the Moder, which formed the M.L.R. One
platoon offt' medium tanks, attached to the battalion from 25th Tank Battalion was
placed- in Sehweighausen, which was pcciupied by "C" Company. A rifle platoon from
WA Company was detached to° CC'"B" to provide security for that: Headquarters.

AL 120700 March a ‘Germen deserter walked into "C" Company Sector and gage
himself up. He claimed to be an Alsatian and provided the battalion with much
valueble information regarding enemy dispositions. A patrol, led by Lt, Levine
of "BY“Company ‘probed the German line and'engaged it a brief fire fight with German
outposts. ' : - : : ke 7

Posititnsalong the M.L.R. and B.R.Is were improved, and the battalion par-
ticipated in’'a coordinated fire' plan to harass German troops in“front of our
positions. ; - ' : it s

On 13 March approximately 25 rounds of artillery estimated to be 150mm fell ir
Ohlingen and more of the same, in addition to 120mm morter, fell in Schweighausen.
o casualties -were inflicted by this fire, although some vehicular.damage was Sus-
tained." The battalibn engaged in another coordinated fire plan’and conbinusd the
improvement of - positions. 3 , X - o8

Routine improvement ofp-positions, -and anbther coordinated fire plan‘engaged the
battalion throughout the 1Ly March, and a machine gun nest was spotted and guickly
neutralized by mortar fire, when the Germans returned the fire.

A% 150645 and continuing to O7L5, all avajlable small arms, assault guns, and
mortars Pired a concentrated barrage into ‘the German positions-and attack of the
36th Division on our Teft and right (1h2nd and 1h3rd Inhf Regts on left, 1lllst on
right) rescinded at 1230. The battalion left flank was left exposed when the Shth
Cav. Recon. Sqdr. pulled out, and the situation was further complicated by an
order to assemble the battalion and put it on'a one hour alert which was received
at 1400 hours. In complying with this order the battalion left "C" Company in
position, to protect the 1lilst Inf. Regt. left flank, and assembled all of "B" Co.
(less security patrols and a skelton outpost on the M.L.R.) The A.T. platoon of "B"
relieved the rifle platoon of "A" Co. which was attached to CC"B Hq and F.0. #13,
Hq CC'B", 1lith A.D. was received at 1800 hours.
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"AM Co. was attached to L7th Tank Battalion, and moved out of Uhlwiller at
2000 hours. All attachments to this battalion (Ch7, 2B9L, 1B125) were received
and assembled in Ohlungen by 2200.

At 160800 March 5 a German deserter was picked up by "B" Co. and more’ informa-
tion regarding the German positions was obtained.

A unit commanders meetingwas held and all commanders briefed on the probable
enployment of the Combat Command, and the organization of the battalion and
attachments into & combat patrol. of reinforced company- strength, acting as the
advance party of the battalion column. . Probable routes to be followed, probable
enemy stgong points, and the manner and necessity of by-passing these points were
discussed.

The battalion alert was changed to a two hour status and "B" company continued
to screen the battalion front with active patrols and a skelton outpost. These”
activities continued throughout the 17th March, and on the 18th the battalion
combat patrol, consisting of CL9, 1CL7th Tk Bn,™2B9kRecon. Sqdr; 1 Bl25 Engrs, Tank:
Dozer 6f L7th Tk Bn, and Battery "A" )99 A.F.A. Bn. was alerted and assembled ab
Schweighausen., A1l other units in the battilidn were placed:dn a one hour alerd;
as of 00855, -

At 1811425 March, orders directing the movement of the battalion were received,
and the battalion moved out’at 1525,  proceeding through the Haguenau Forest to
Schwabwiller, where the battalion C.Pi was Set up, with' the last vehicle closing

in at 1800, and’ the town defense being set up!by 1900 hours.

The battalion was placed on another one hour alert at 190940 March 45, and the

Comb=t Patrol put-on a”30 minute alert. At 1830 hours a warning order, directing
movement of the battalion sametime that night, was Peéceived, apd the Reconnaissance
platoon; reconnoitered the bridge between Hatten and Buhl. Fhe platoon returned

with infornation that the: bridge wds completed at 1900 hoursi’ . The' battalion: bille ting
party 1 5, and at 200710 March“the battalion crossed an T.P. outside

A
of Schwa

The battalion was placed on-a forty-Iive-minute alert upen arriy 3
, and outpost : aslt Force Blue,
th Tnf. of thés chore. Contact with the lst French Amy on the right was
maintaineds liaison with CCPAY: of Llth A.D. was established, and routes
and Freckenfeld, and through the forest north of Scheithal were .
reconnoitered,

it 220935 March, ‘the battalion alert was changed: to 90 minutes, tntil 1630 hours,
when 4t was c¢hanged to an instant alert and all'vehicles were reatied with . complete-
loazds, including personnel. At 1830 hours the alert was changed again - this time
to a ohe hour status, and Operatiomdl- Instruction Nei 8 Hq CC"BY; 1lth A.D. was
received at 18LO hours, which designated route, march order and objective.

At 230400 Mareh the battalion was ordered to execute: provisions of O.I.:#8,
and the entire battalion was on thé road &% 0507 hours, moving through Wissenbourg,
thenee west amd north, crossing the German border at 230700 March I5 and entering
the assembly drea at Silz, Germany at 0815 hours.

Durine the later stages of this movement the battalion was 'moving in the zone
of action of the 103rd Inf. Div. along 2 road- strewn with the wreckage of German
artillery and supply trains, which had, for the most part, been horse-drawm.
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The wrecking of the columns had been very thorough, and the contents of all the
vehicles undiscriminately strewn about the road, with a2 great member of (German
prisoners of war moving to the rear areas.

At 230950 ‘hours, the battalion-passed throdgn the- fronb<1ines of the 103rd
at Klingemunster, Germany, and moved east through Heuchelheim:-at 1119 hours,
through Billigheim at 1156 hours, through Rohrbach at 1317 howrs, meeting very
little resistance and picking up -numerous prisonérs.

The -first defensive lime Teached by the battalion'centered around Herxheim, G’
Germany where the advance party ran into.anti-tank guns, cand heavy small ayms *
losing two half-tracks, three medium tanks, and a 1 i ton-truck to enemy fire.

At71530 hours a coordinated. tank-infantry:attack was launched, with "B, 19th
striking through the rows.oéf dragon~tteth tank obstacles that were part-of the :
Seigfried line defenses on-the southern and western.edge of the: town, while support-
ing meditm. tankslaid 'a barrage of machine gun and tank gun fire against the defense
positionsalong the western edge of town.

The attack was slowed down and finally stopped by concentrated CGerman small-
arms and anti-tank fire, -but two fresh infantry platoons moved up and flanked the
defenses to the south. : !

The ftown was taken and cleared by 2130 hours/ and re-organization was immediately
instituted.

During the action of this'date (23rd March 1945) battalion, and many anti-tank

guns, ‘machine guns, and miscellaneous other weapons were destroyed, while.our own
losses included but two medium tanks, one half-track, and one 1/l ton truck
destroyed. - Casualties of the enemy were heavy vwhilé ouréwm’ forces lost but two
killed and some six woundedi ' - :

Trmediately upon clearing the town of all enemy resistance and completion of
re-organization, ‘the battalion moved out; having acquired’®A" Company 1o give the
battalion all of its rifle companies ds weéll as a company of tanksy with the
mission of seizing Rulzhein, -Germany. . :

The battalion movement out of Herxheim began at 240230 Mareh L5, with the route
leading through Herxheimeweyer (reached at 0317) and thence to Rulzheim which was
entered at 0400 hours ana elements of “the U. S. 36th Inf,“Divi, which had entered
the “town without a'fight, were contacted ard the battalion impediately assunbd
responsibility for eutposting thé town and sécuring dtragainst enemy counter-atitack.

At 0700 hours; Gol. Gillespie, €.0s CCYBY, ordered thé Combat Patrcl of Co. A,
19th A.T.B., 1B-lL7 Fank Bn; “1°B-125Armd Eag Bn, 2 B-9li'Recen Sqd, -commanded by
sokes, and supported by one battery field artillery was sent to
any, to contact a friendly unit which was supposed to be attacking
86" friendly unit'was ‘there, to attack and-seizé the bridg
that ‘city; “and hofill“it -unitil propefly Teélieved.  The rest ol
alerted to the possibility of “agsisting 4n this operation.
Captain “Spokes, - Combat - Patrol' found' its. original Péute blocked |
- in by-passing this obstacle, it took
om the Bast, instead of the South:' ‘As' thé unit enbered the wooded area east
received scattered small-amms fire-through which it pushed with'™ =

I is, including conerete pillboxes, dug-in'antistank gunsy numerous fox-holes,
trenches, and sand-b d machine gun nests.
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As the leading elements of the com patrol ‘reached the crest of the high
ground outside the city, and started down the slight, gradual slope that led to
the open terrain and the ¢ity proper, they were taken under fire by anti-tank
guns (77 & 88 mm) mortar, artillery, and small arms. One tank was.lmocked out
but not before 2 German self-propelled gun was destroyed as it attempted to move
to the southern flank of our units.

With evidence of a strong force defending the. cily, the remainder of the
battalion was ordered into the engagement and arrived at the spot to find the
combs&t patrol disorganized and suffering a few casualties from artillery and
mortar fire in the wooded area it had withdrawn to.

The demision to attack across the open terrain with tank-infantry teams on

side of the road, following closely on the heels of an artillery preparation
after a wuick reconnaissance of the terrain. Company "A" was re-organiz-

1 moved to the line of departure on the edge of the woods, north of the road

was the axis of advance) and with its ri ank on the road. Company B
moved to the south side of the road and with each company was a company of medium
tanks as supporting elements.

The medium tanksengaged enemy positions by fire, moving into and out of the
western edge of the woods, while the infantryman occupied foxholes and dugouts to
protect themselves from the artillery and mortar shrapnel rumning down on the
area from tree-top burstingshells. The enemy were even using A.P. shot which
sheared off tree tops but didn't hit any of the tanks.

At approximately 1510 hours the waves of tanks and infantry crossed the line

of departure and moved across the open terrain, engagine enemy positions with
all available weapons, while another Tank Comparny, in reserve, added its fire
power to the assault from positions along the crest of the high ground,

The leading elements reached the town at 1530 howrs and immediately moved
down the highway, by-passing the center of town, clearing houses of smipers and
machine-gunners as.they pushed aggressively along the shortest route to the bridge
site. -A.road block halted the eoluwmn of tanks a. short. distance fram the River
but a foot reconnaissance determined that both the highway apd railroead bridges
which sparmed fhe Fhine at that point were bloWn.

~With their primary mission of seizing the;bridge-intact nullified by the bridge's
destruction, - the infantry and tank teams swing back -through the heart of the city
and began cledring,the manysbofe struchures of the snipers and machine gumners
that had been harassing the troops, At this time "C" Company was comuitied to
speed- up the operation. At dark the companies halted their activities, outposted
their areas and reorganized as -best they could, while German artiliex
mortar fire fell in'the city throughout the night.

The day's -activities had resulted in the  total destruction of numerocus
German anti-tank guns and automatic weapons,-including 20mm AJA. -guns employed as
ground- defense weapons, the capture of over a thousand prisoners, the seizing of
the enemy barracks and.administrabtion buildings, used by the large garrison
stationed there, and capture of large stores of ammunition and weapons.

At 2R0800 March 1945 the. companies launched a conbinuation cof their mopping-=up
ouse~to=-house ¢learing operatio By 1L0O hours the town was campletely,
aped “BY. Company was occupying positions on the bank of the Rhine, A, C, and Hq
mpanies.-were outposting the town and the re-supply and re-orgamigation of the
battalicn was instituted with- the knowledge: that:the forces would be on the move
again vhen relief was accomplished by elements,of the 36th Division. -

TR




1g the night of 25th chy the relief oi‘.;th" battalion ¢ ced, and this
ded %o 1;19 heavy-artillery barrage and smoke screen laid on the: eastern
Rhine by artillery.as a ersionary ac¢tion to supvort the building
e at another spot along the river by another firi enulv nm_u. .

of units sbild _incon'[plete,- the: battalion was ordeped to move
&al(il.':'s-':, because the relieving elements had assumed all
: 1ity for the avea at LOSBO ;.arch and at 0730 thesbatialion noved oub
closing into Oberhausen,-Germany end- Berbelroth, Germany,:at 250915 %
cusbomary sagrf-‘gatw on and conbnol .of ciwilians was institubed, the area: was
Gut-lOCuk,d and.;secured -against possible- German attack and a: thorough;: systematic. :
search of the area wms insti tuted, clearing all of the mmerous pill: boxes: and
other details of the Seis giried line in that area, and these e.ct"v“*t-c in
addition to r'-'suo‘ 1ywand I\-Jlab'l ilitation, occupi ed the battalion throug 41 30 March,
although- it-was *rlaced on a two-hour and i‘ort"—mve minute alert at 300600
Mareh 194 - » ‘ ‘

Operatienal- Instruetion.Nes 9, directing the movement of the batielion:
across- the Bhine teo, vicinity.of -Habitzheim, Germany, -was-received.at. 301030 ..
March. 191535 .billebing parties reported. to- COUB!-at 3109).[5 hourg-and the battalion
recewvcd an overlay of the proposed route of Iarch at 312245 March 15L5.

The bauta ion order directi ng, the movement -was i,ssued to2ssembled unit com-
manders -af- 312 315 Mareh. 1915 and. the, entire -battalion ¥ as combat-loaded and- -
prepared to move en erder.
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HEADQUARTERS
19TH ARMORED INFANTRY BATTALION
APO Ll6 U. S. ARMY

BATTALION HISTORY

010001 Jan L5 to 312400
Jan L5

The Battalion was alerted at 0355 1 January by telephone call from Colonel
Hill, c¢/s who directed that (1) the battalion, consisting of companies A,B,C,
Headquarters and Service, Medical Detachment with Company "A", 25th Tank Battalion
attached was attached to Task Force Hudelson which was engaged with the enemy
(who had launched a determined attack) in the Foret De Neiderbronn generally
north of Phillipsburg, France. (2) That Major F, T. Green, Battalion C.O.
report as soon as poscible to Colonel D. H. Hudelson at his C.P. located in
Barenthal, France.

Major Green left the Battalion C.P. at Reidheim, France, at 0530 hours
for Barenthal, France, and the rest of the Battalion under the command of
Captain J. E. Donzhey, Executive Officer marched to Barenthal, France in the
following manner - (1) Reconnajissance Platoon moved out and posted road guides
along the route Reidheim, Bouxwiller, Ingwiller, Zinswiller, Barenthal; (2)

At O Companies "B" and "C" left Lmbsheim for Barenthal. (3) At 0620
Headguarters Company, Medical Detachment, A-25th Tank Battalion and Battalion
Mgintenance Section moved out for Barenthal in one column. (L) A Company,
19th Armored Infantry Battalion which had been relieved from its attachment

to 25th Tank Battalion moved to Barenthal from its bivouac area in vicinity of
Neuwiller, France at Q752k.

At T. F. Hudelson C.P. in Barenthal, Major Green received an order making
the following distribution of troops: (1) Company "A", 19th Armored Infantry
Battalion, 3rd Platoon "B" Company, 19th Armored Infantry Battalion and Company
nag", 25th Tank Battalion (less one platoon) were attached to T. F. Hudelson at
Barenthal: (2) The rest of the Battalion (Companies "B", less 3rd Platoon,
ngn, less 1lst Platoon, Headquarters, Service, one platoon "AN.25th, and 19th
Medical Detachment) were attached to 117th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron
commanded by Lt. Col. Hodges, at Mouterhouse, France. Major Green reported to
the C.P. 117th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron at Mouterhouse after leaving
necessary instructions to carry out tha dispeositions of troops as indicated
by Col. Hudelson's order.

The weather was cold, snow and ice coversd the roads and ground making the
half tracks and tanks hard to control, but the columns of vehicles were brought
in to their respective march objectives in good order, and by 1000 hours compantes
HE" and "B" were dismounted and in an assembly area at 785453, Company "C"

(=) had its vehicles dispersed in that vicinity, "B" Company's vehicles were in
vicinity 78243l: The Assault Gun platoon was in position at 78l3k: The 81

MM Mortar Platoon was in position at 786L5k4: The machine gun platoon was
attached to "C" Company. The rest of Headquarters Company less five Reconnaisse
ance Platoon % ton trucks and their crews were in Mouterhouse.

The situation prevailing in the sector into which the Battalion moved was
confused and fluid, with elements of Engineers, Tank Battalions, Cavalry
Reconnajssance Squadrons, and Tank Destroyers disposed along the high ground
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and met work of roads and trails in vicinity Q795L62.

The mission of the Battalion was to attack to the north and restore the
original line held by friendly forces. Our own reconnaissance and question-
ing of troops in the area indicated that the situation on our right flank was
vague, and apparently that flank was uncovered. Companies "B" and "C" had
moved to an assembly area prepared to launch an attack when Major Green
received an order from Lt. Col. Hodge to hold up the attack until further orders.
Major Green drove back to Mouterhouse to determine the situation, while he was
gone a German attack was launched against our right flank about 350 yards from
the spot selected as our Battalion C.P., and & heavy fire fight with small arms,
mortars, and artillery took place. This fire fight was still raging when Majar
Green returned and ordered a withdrawal.

"B and "C" companies were withdrawn from their assembly areas, all other
units were ordered out while "C" company set up a defensive line astride, the
one road out. As the last unit cleared "C" company withdrew to line established
by "B" company. All units withdrew in good order while "B" and "C" companies
alternated in establishing rear guard positions. Both of these companies moved
by foot, their vehicles having bBeen sent out of the area at the time the order
to withdraw had been received. The Battglion withdrew to Sarriensberg, France
(Q7Lll) closing there at about 2300 hours 1 January 19L5.

Major Green had contacted Lt. Col. Hodges at Wingen, France and received
instructions to withdraw to Rostieg, France, but when he rejoined the Battalion
at Sarriemsberg, he decided that the Battalion should reorganize there and
proceed to Rostieg in the morning., Utilizing fully the commanding ground on
which Sarriensberg, was located, the Battalion organized a hasty defensive line
with "B" Company on the Eastern and Northern portion of town, "C" company on
the Southern and Western edge.

A march order was issued by the Battalion at 020800 January 1945 but
enemy patrols were already pushing into our positions. At 1000 hours we
learned of a German breakthrough across the road running south of town at
721,397 and German Tanks, A.A.A. and Infantry controlled the road at that point.
This meant that we had but one road open - that to St. Louis De Bitche.

Enemy patrols were aggressively probing our positions, and by 1145 hours a full
scale attack was in progress against "B" company at East perimeter. With=
drawing while engaged in these fire fights was impossible, but we managed to
send all vehicles except those absolutely necessary to our operations to St.
Louis de Bitche.

The attacks against omr East positions ("B" company) continued throughout
the day, and while they were going on we contacted elements of the 1lllst
Regiment of 36th Division and 179th Regiment of 79th Division who Were moving
up to Sarriensberg. "C" Troop of the 117th Cavalry was with us and their radio
was our only means of getting artillery fire. We also had one officer and 23
men from "C' company 62nd Armored Infantry Battalion and four T.D.'s of Company
ngt, 6L5th T.D. Battalion. All of these units were consolidated with our own

defense.

During the day ten prisoners of war were taken and the infermation
gleaned from them revealed that the unit attacking us was a part of the 257th
V.G. Division. :
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During the night of 2 January L5 pabbols hit "B" company and were driven
off., Enemy persomnel were heard digging in and much mortar fire was dropped
on them, Tank movement could clearly be heard in the valley east of our positions.’

At 030810 we requested air support in the vicinity of 745l15. The mission
was flowmn by four P-47's which were guided into the target by an artillery
observation plane, and they bombed and strafed troop concentrations in the
valley. A prisoner of wap which we took later that day testified to the
damage done to his unit by the planes.

During the morning German positions were spotted in front of B-"B", These
were the positionsdug by the enemy during the preceding night, and they were
subjected to constant mortar and artillery fire. At 1250 hours a German walked
in from his fox-hole, and surrendered. By 1L20 hours & German Lieutenant had
surrendered and brought in what was left of the company he had attacked with tle
preceding night, A total of nine men, three of whom were wounded.

Tank movement could be heard in the wvalley, and at 1550 hours tanks and
jnfantry were seen advancing along the read toward "B" company's positions.
They were taken under fire by the artillery and a T.D. brought into position.
The T.D. knocked out the lead tank which bust into flame at the first round,
and the artillery scattered the infantry. The second tank was missed by the
T.D. and before another shot could be fired at it, it withdrew.

Throughout this action our positionswere receiving heavy mortar and
artillery fire, and a Nebelwerfer ("Screaming Meamie") adjusted on the Battalion
C.P. and inflicted much damage, knocking out a light #ank parked in front of
the Ce.Pe

During the night enemy patrols pushed into our lines but were beaten off.
Tn one instance two German soldiers boldly walked up to a house occupied by
another friendly unit, and when challenged, stopped, but refused to drop their
weapons, When they started to walk towards the house again they were again told
to drop their weapons, and when they replied "Nien" they were shot - at a range
of about five yards. This action characterized the boldness of all patrols.

During the night enemy mortars and artillery shelled our positions heavily.
Qur own mortars were firing at a great many targets as were our assault gunms,
The C.P., seemed to be in the middle of the barrage and Nebelwerfer projectiles
were coming in very frequently.

"B" company was receiving the brunt of all enemy activity and beating it
off with practically no casualities to themselves.

On this date, 3 Jamuary 1945, Major Green traveled to Wingen, France and
contacted Lt. Col., Hodges of the 117th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron where he
gave our situation and was told that we would be relieved by the li5th Division,
however the relief was not affected and at a later date we were attached to the
\5th Division, which attached us to the 2nd Battalion, 179th Infantry Regiment.

During the early morning hours of L January the skelling of our area
increased, and at 1000 hours we vacated our C.P. and moved to another location,
closer to the C.P. of the 2nd Battalion, 179th Infantry.

By 1400 hours enemy activity had reduced itself to mortar and artillery fire,
our right (south) flank, which Rad been wide open during this period was in the
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During the night of 2 January L5 pabbols hit "B" company and were driven
off. Enemy personnel were heard digging in and much mortar fire was dropped
on them. Tank movement could clearly be heard in the valley east of our positions.

At 030810 we requested air support in the vicinity of 7h5l15. The mission
was flown by four P-L7's which were guided into the target by an artillery
observation plane, and they bombed and strafed troop concentrations in the
valley. A prisoner of wap which we took later that day testified to the
damage done to his unit by the planes.

During the morning German positions were spotted in front of 2-"B", These
were the positionsdug by the enemy during the preceding night, and they were
subjected to constant mortar and artillery fire. At 1250 hours a German walked
in from his fox-hole, and surrendered. By 1420 hours a German Lieutenant had
surrendered and brought in what was left of the company he had attacked with {le
preceding night? A total of nine men, three of whom were wounded.

Tank movement could be heard in the velley, and at 1550 hours tanks and
infantry were seen advancing along the resd toward "B" company's positions.
They were taken under fire by the artillery and a T.D. brought into position.
The T.D. knocked out the lead tank which bust into flame at the first round,
and the artillery scattered the infantry. The second tank was missed by the
?.D. and before another shot could be fired at it, it withdrew.

Throughout this action our positionswere receiving heavy mortar and
artillery fire, and a Nebelwerfer ("Screaming Meamie") adjusted on the Battalion
C.P. and inflicted much damage, knocking out a light #ank parked in front of

the C.P.

During the night enemy patrols pushed into our lines but were beaten off.
In one instance two German soldiers boldly walked up to a house occupied by
another friendly unit, and when challenged, stopped, but refused to drop their
weapons, When they started to walk towards the house again they were again told
to drop their weapons, and when they replied "Nien" they were shot - at a range
of about five yards. This action characterized the boldness of all patrols.

During the night enemy mortars and artillery shelled our positions heavily.
Our own mortars were firing at a great many targets as were our assault gums,
The C.P. seemed to be in the middle of the barrage and Nebelwerfer projectiles

were coming in very frequently.

nB" company was receiving the brunt of all enemy activity and beating it
off with practically no casualities to themselves.

On this date, 3 January 19L5, Major Green traveled to Wingen, France and
contacted Lt. Col. Hodges of the 117th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron where he
gave our situation and was told that we would be relieved by the L5th Division,
however the relief was not affected and at a later date we were attached to the
I5th Division, which attached us to the 2nd Battalion, 179th Infantry Regiment.

During the early morning hours of L January the skelling of our area
increased, and at 1000 hours we vacated our C.P. and moved to another location,
closer to the C.P. of the 2nd Battalion, 179th Infantry.

By 1400 hours enemy activity had reduced itself to mortar and artillery fire,
our right (south) flank, which Rad been wide open during this period was in the
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process of being closed by elements of the 179th Infantry Regiment (the 1lst
and 3rd Battalions) which were pushing up from the south but were still a
considerable distance away, and moving very slowly.

Our own activities throughout the morning were confined to directing
mortar and artillery fire on known enemy locations, but at about 1)430 an
enemy force was spotted moving into positionsabout six hundred yards from our
northern perimeter. This location had been under close observation during
daylight hours because the sounds of digging and movement had been heard
during darkness. Mortar fire from our MM Platoon was directed on the spot,
and very shortly enemy soldiers were seen rushing out of a house which had
received three direct hits and started to burn. The soldiers dropped into
foxholes and the mortars started a systematic pounding of the area. As the
house burned a crew of enemy were observed pulling & Bhort barrelled gun
mounted on wheels away from the structure. The mortars immediately adjusted
on it and the second round killed some of the crew and upset the gun. The
gun was then demolished with the next three rounds, and small groups ofmm
enemy could be seen running away from the area.

The rest of the day and night was spent laying mortar fire in the
defiladed approaches to our position, with two mortars firin intermittently
on a building at the Road Junction north of Althorn, France %Q?Sho) which had
been designated as a Battalion C.P. by a prisoner of war. By this time the
P,W.'s taken by our own Battalion, and other friendly units in the area had
jdentified nine companies of the LST Brenadier Regiment as operating against
Sarriensberg. P.W. reports on the damage done by our mortar and artillery
indicated that we were battering enemy positions, especially the Battalion
C.P. at Althorn, with great accuracy.

At 1715 hours b January 1945, we dispatched a reconnaissance patrol to
determine foremost enemy positions in viecinity of the Cross Roads north of
Althorn, They located an 88 MM towed at Q74954132. Pushing on further
they were halfed, then fired on about 50 yards from the gun position.

On the 5 January 1945 enemy activity had resolved itself to intermittent
mortar, artillery and nebelwerfer fire. On this date we began to receive
artillery of heavier caliber than that previously noted. Rounds estimated

to be 240 MM fell regularly on the town.

Our own activities consisted of consolidating our lines, replacing "B"
Company with "C" Company to allow "B" Company to relax a bit in the comparatively
quiet Southern sector of town, Tentative plans for an attack against German
positions in the woods south of town (QTB?EOB) were made.

On 6 January 1945 we were alerted to 1aunchghttack thru woods north of
Althorn when a Battalion of 179th Infantry approached from the South-West,
but that unit did not reach the required position and our activities consited
of engaging enemy combat patrols throughout the night after a day devoted
to mortar and artillery firing by both sides.

On 7 January 1945 new plans for the attack of the woods at Q737408 were
made, "B" Company was to move into woods from assembly position Q736l1L with
assault guns in direct support. Mortars and artillery were to lay 2 barrage
to be lifted at command of C.0. 2nd Battalion, 179th Infantry.
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The attack jumped off at 1200, "B" Company on left, "E" Company, 179th
on right. Both received very heavy mortar fire and machine gun fire as they
reached the west edge of woods. A. T. mines prevented assault guns and two
tanks from 191st Tank Battalion from moving up, and "B" Company was completely
pinned down by mortar and small arms fire, with the lst Platoon in the woods
and the 2nd Platoon on the edge of the woods. As the mortar fire lifted men
pushed forward but ran into a curtain of machine gun fire at a draw in the
woods and were pinned down again., With the attack stalled by these automatic
weapons, Lt. Sweitzer of the Assault Guns made a hasty survey of the ground
then led his two M-8 Assault Guns around the mines, thence attacked the woods
from the north-west. The M-8's fired directly into the well-dug-in emplace-
ments of the enemy. They accounted for eight machine guns, caused numerous
casualties, broke the backbone of the German resistance, and even captured

four prisoners.

nB" Company now advanced. Their marching fire effectively silenced the
small arms fire of the Germans, and they pushed half-way through the woods
to the edge of a deep draw. There they stopped for the night, and dug them-
selves in solidly. #E" Company, of 179th Infantry was tied in on "B"'s right.
ng" Company sent patrol to contact "B"'s left flank, and then spread out along
flat terrain to accomplish a tie-in of the two companies, which gage us a
solid line from positions 350 yards in woods running generally north to the
north edge of Sarriensberg. The flat, open, high terrain made this extension
possible and our automatic weapons effectively covered the entire line,

A1l units held their positions on 8 Jenuary 1YL5 and the attack was not
continued because the unit of 179th Infantry which was supposed to be moving
up on our right (Southern) flank, had not been able to move as quickly as
planned for. There was no German patrol activity in that sector, but patrols
were engaged by "C" Company along the entire front of their sector. Prisoners
from each of these patrols reported their mission as being “to determine whether
the houses were occupied by American troops".

The usual artillery and mortar fire was exchanged by each side —— and
this situation continued throughout the 9th January also.

During the 9th January 1945 a relief of "B" Company by "C" Gompany was
effected and "C" Company sent out a patrol of twelve men along the north edge
of the woods to determine whether the Germans still held the high ground west
of the Road Junction at Q758407. The patrol ran into an enemy partol at the
corner of the woods in vicinity Q7541 and were pinned down with automatic
weapons. The patrol withdrew under cover of "C" Company's heavy machine guns.

During the night of 9-10 January 1945 much enemy vehicular movement was
heard in Althorn, and our mortars and artillery harassed the tovm and road

running through it.

At 0700 hours, 10 January 1945, German artillery and mortars laid a very
heavy barrage on "C" Company's positions. The heavy shells detonated, for the
most part, in the tops of trees, spraying the entire woods held by our troops
with a deadly hail of shrapnel. This barrage lasted, without interruption,
until 1000 hours, and the only thing that saved "C" Company from more than the
six casualties it suffered were the extremely well-built dugouts the men had
made., These dug-outs were covered with heavy logs which were packed with twigs,

vines, and mud,
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At about 1000 hours, 10 January "E" Company of 179th Infantry with two
-8 Assault Guns from 19th Armeeed Infantry Battalion attached, launched an
attack through the woods to Althorn. They pushed through heavy enemy resistance
to the edge of town, where the M-8 Assault Guns fired point blank at houses
occupied-by the Germans, many of whom surrendered, when a Mark IV tank was
seen in the middle of town one M-8, commanded by Sgt. Leo Bartus moved out to
engage it. The 1~8 was knocked out and burned in the resultant uneven battle.

The rest of the Battalion held their positions and were relieved at
0600 hours on 11 January by 2nd Battalion 179th Infantry.

Relief was effected in the following manner "I" Company of 1llilst Inf,
Regt. relieved "B" Company during the night of 10-11 January. "B" Company
leaving one platoon behind as a rear guard, marched to St. Louis de Bitche,
arriving there before daylight, and moved out, mounted, at 0800 for Ringel-
dorf, France. Headquarters Company, less Mortar and Assault Guns departed
fpom Sarriensburg with Bn, Hq. Det. vehicles at 0530 and arrived in St.
Louis de Bitche at 0600, and departed from there with "B" Campany for
Ettendorf, France, "C" Company was relieved by "F' Company, 179th Inf, Regt.,
at 0600 and marched to St. Louis de Bitche by squads, with the 811l Mortar
Platoon and Assault Gun Platoon of Hq. Co., lst Platoon "B" Co. acted as
rear guard, and this march unit departed from St. Louis de Bitche at 0905

hours for Bueswiller, France,

During the march from St, Louis de Bitche the march objective for the
Battalion were changed to Forstheim and Laubach, France. Company "A" closed
in Lauback and the rest of the Battalion in Forstheim at 1805 hours,

12 January at O5L0 the march was resumed. Company "A" and the Medics
marched to Hoelschlock and Hq, Hg. Co., B, and C marched to Merkswiller, closing
in at 1135, Service Company moved from Ettendorf to Forstheim by infiltration

12 January.

At 2030, 12 January orders were received to move to Niederbetschdorf
preparatory to attacking Hatten the following morning. Reconnaissance was
made to select a route to the line of departure and to see if it could be
reached. At 0300, 13 January the Battalion marched to Niederbetschdorf,
closing in there at 0430. The vehicles were left there. A% 0630 the Battalion

marched to the line of departure.

At 2030 hours on 12 January Major Green received an order from Col.
Hudelson of CCR (to which the battalion was attached) to dispatch a ten man
patrol led by an officer, to contact the C.0. or S-3 of CCA at Klundendord,
France and obtain answers to the following questions: (1) Is road Kuhlendorf
to Niederbetschdorf open to our troops? (2) What is known of ememy dis-
positions south of Hatten, France? (3) Is enemy in woods south of Hatten and
Rittershoffen? (L) Can Road Junction at 187326 (south-east of Hatten) be
reached? (5) Is the stream south east of Hatten fordable? (6) Do roads from
Niederbetschdorf allow for passage of vehicles into woods south of Hatten and
Rittershoffen? The patrol was directed to reconnoiter the area south of Hatten
and obtain answers to any guestions that CCA couldn't answer, and to be back
at 200 hour., The patrol returned with information that (1) Road Kuhlendorf
Niederbetschdorf was open., (2) There Were no enemy in either the woods south
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of Hatten nor the field north of the woods., (L) Nothing definite could be
determined about R. J. at 187326, as time limit did not allow for reconnaissance.
(8) Not answered, (6) Roads from Niederbetschdorf were negotiable by

vehicle, With this information the following attack order was issued:

Germans hold most of Hatten in unknown strength. One Battalion of friendly
infantry in western edge of town, cut off. CCA attacking in Rittershoffen,

CCB is north of Rittershoffen, in Corps reserve. CCR attacks Hatten from

south with mission of reestablishing M.L.R. east of Hatten, advancing to east
astride railroad tracks with L7th Tank Bn (-) on left, 19th A.I.B. with 3-C,47th
attached on right, Artillery will shell Hatten, and smoke south-east portion of
Hatten from 0800-0845. L.D. is road running south from station south of
Rittershoffen at 160328. Units cross L. D. at 0800.

Our Battalion jumped off at 0800 with Company "A" on the left, "B" on
the right, "C" in reserve. Assault Gun Platoon supported with fire on R.R.
Station south of Hatten. Machine Gun Platoon supported A Company, Mortar
Platoon supported Battalion. 3rd platoon C of L7th attached one section (3
tanks) to A Company. 1 section (2 tanks) to "B" company. Under the cover of
the smoke the companies moved across the bullet swept field in good order, bub
as they approached the edge of Hatten the fire of a great mumber of automatic
weapons and & heavy mortar and artillery barrage pinned them down, "C" Company
in reserve, moved through the north edge of the woods to the south , but when
artillery started to fall on them they were stopped and forced to find shelter
from the shrapnel of tree-bursting artillery and mortar. nA¥ and "B" Companies
continued to creep forward as best they could; the tank platoon attached to the
battalion attempted to engage the automatic weapons which were pinningdown
uA" and "B" companies, but lost two tanks to German AT guns. By their creeping
and crawlingmethods, A and B companies managed %o get within 200 yards of the
town, but there they were completely stopped and at 1055 a smoke screen was
laid by artillery to permit them to withdraw,

By 1430 all companies had withdrawn and were reorganizing along the original
L.D. preparatory to either launching another attack, or taking up a defensive
position between Rittershoffen R. R. Station and the north edge of the woods.

At 1630 hours orders from CCR were received directing that the battalion
go into Hatten on tanks and reinforce the unit then in there. At 1650 "A"
company went into Hatten'ssouth western edge followed by "B" end C companies
in that order. By 1800 hours all rifle companies were in the edge of the
tomn, and Hq. Co. remained in position south of Rittershoffen with its machine
guns, mortar, Assault gun and reconnaissance platoons to establish a defensive
Tine from the R. R. Station to the edge of the woods.

In Hatten "A" comﬁa.ny took up positions on the northern perimeter, "B"
company moved in with "E" company of 315th and "C" company moved into position

on southern perimeter.

On the night of 13th January we received an order %o continue the attack
in the morming in conjunction with 2nd Bn. 315th Ini‘antr{. Company "A" with
two medium tanks attacked jumped off on the morning of 1 January and moved
onto the north street., After a bitter house-to-house battle in which they
mouse~-holed their way through houses, they succeeded in taking the street,
knocking out a Mark IV tank with a bazooka, and captured the L-man crew. One
of the attached tanks was lost when it got ahead of the infantry and washit °
by 2 German bazooka., Its crew was captured, but the driver, who had been wounded
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was left in a house and when our troops took the house he was evacuated,

"AM Company made a junction with "E" of 315th Infantry but soon after
that both companies were stopped by fire from strong German positions, Just
before dark the Germans launched a strong counter-attack along the street,
with two tanks on the street and a column of infantry on each side. After
a heavy exchange of small-arms fire both "A" and "E" were ordered to withdraw
which they did with great difficulty and under a constant stream of machine
gun fire from the tanks and emplacements on the high ground north of the town.

Throughout the night of the llth mortar and artillery fell heavily on our
positions, and an enemy patrol that penetrated to the center of the sector
was engaged in a fire fight that resulted in the capture of four and the
killing of five, the total of nine representing the entire patrol. During
the night of 1l January and early morning of 15 January a strong German attack
was launched against "F" Company 315th Infantry who held the Eastern perimeter.
After a short battde in which German flame-throwers and bazookas set fire to
two houses, "F" company fell back four housed and from the new positions, beat
off the German attempt to follow up their gains. Throughout the daylight
hours of 15 January a great amount of mortar and artillery was fired by both
sides, and "B", 19th replaced "F" of 315th in the eastern perimeter, the oompanies
were re-organized and positions were developed to afford better coverage of
the surrounding terrain.

By this date (15 Jan) troops opposing the battalion had been identified
as being from the 21st Panzer Division, 125th Panzer Grenadier Regt and 22nd
Panzer Regt., both units of the 21lst Panzer Division had parts of their units
in Hatten. During the afternoon of 15 Jan the battalion received an order to
launch an attack on the main street, move to the eastern end of town and make
a junction with elements of the 47th which were to come in from the south.
ngt Company was designated to attack. Two medium tanks from L47th Tank Bn. were
in support of "C". As "C" assembled for the attack a terrific mortar barrage
was laid on the area by the Germans and the assembly broken up three times
before the attack finally got underway in darkness, As the men of "C" Company
moved onto the main street the tank which was going out with the leading element
moved out and mortar fire on the street junction completely scattered the
infantry. As the infantry were reorganizing the tank was knocked out by
another American tank and the infantry went down the street with no tank support,
as the crippled, burning tank completely blocked the street. "C" Company moved
dovm to the first road jmction on the main street and there they ran into a
strong German defensive position. They were unsuccessful in their attempts to
outflank the position and finally fell back a short distance to reorganize.

Cn 16 Jan, "C" Company continued their attack but by 1300 hours they were
pinned down by small arms fire from both north and south as they moved east.
In the afternoon, one platoon of "A" Company jumped off to attack the north street
and entered the first house with a short fight eapturing two Germans who were
members of the 125th P.G.R., part of the 21st Panzer Division., Immediately
after occupying that heuse the platoon started into the next house and caught
in a heavy cross fire of small arms, and found itself faced by enemy on three
sides. Another platoon of Company "A" was sent to the spot and laid down heavy
automatic weapons fire to allow that platoon to withdraw,
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The remainder of the day and night was spent in reorganizing our units, while
the usval mortarand artillery fire fell in the area, During the night an enemy
team consisting of one Mark IV tank and 2 squad of infantrymen moved to a
position about 100 yards from Company "C"'s eastern-most position.

At 0800 hours on 17 Jan. Company "A" received heavy small arms fire from
the east, and by 0850 the fire had become a full attack with troops moving in
against "C" Companu, and it fell back two houses in the face of direct tank
fire from the main street. We brought in artillery, mortar, and small amms
fire on the area occupied by the attacking German troops and the small arms
and bazooka fire from that area ceased shortly afterwards. By 2200 hours the
sector was very quiet, with only occasional mortar rounds falling instead of
the usaul constant drumming, However, a new (to us) type of shell came in
and burst with a time-fuse arrangement, emitting a shower of aparks, but no
fragmentation. In daylight we discovered propaganda leaflets, and surmised
that they came from these shells. "B" Company repaaced "C" on the eastern
perimeter of defense during the night. "C" company took up positions along
the southern flank, At 0530 on 18 January an enemy tank moved up along the
main street until it was within 150 yards of "B" company's outpost. Artillery
was adjusted on it and the tank moved back, fired three rounds into one of the
houses occupied by our troops, then withdrew completely.

The 18th was the most quiet day we had in Hatten, and except for the
usual mortar and artillery fire, our positionswere not molested until 1820
when a2 sudden burst of small arms fire hit "B" Company's outpost. The tank
returned to its position on the main street and fired once, against "B"

Company¥'s positions.

"A" Company on the north spotted enemy trying to infiltrate and adjust
mortar fire on the., When this was ineffective they adjusted artillery and

forced a withdrawal of the group.

Things remained quiet after that brief skirmish, and soon "B" Company
reported that the tank had withdrawm again, and that everything was quiet in
their sector. At 0720 houss on 19 January a sudden barrage of mortar and
artillery hit owr positions. 120 and 85 MM mortar shells, same with delay
fuse started falling in such profusion that it was impossible to get a count;
they drummed steadily on all buildings, completely crumbling many walls and
buildings. Our C.P. was hit directly eight times and casualties among the
guards at the windows and doors were quite high. The barrage continued until
0915 and &t its peak we were receiving direct tank fire from the ridge north of
the town 2s well as along the main street.

When the barrage 1ifted enemy personnel moved in against both the
northern and eastern defenses, apparently expecting little opposition. They
withdrew when they were engaged with small arms fire and our artillery scatter-
ed them as they were assembling in the draw along the north street in front
of "A" Company's position. Throughout the day enemy patrols probed into our
lines, but by 1600 hours everything had quieted down and we Were reorganizing

what was left of our positions,

At 1700 a tank was spotte firing and artillery brought in on it.
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The night of 18-19 January was exceptionally quiet, and even the mortars
were not firing on our positions except very occasionally,

On 20 January we adjusted artillery on German positions in the south
east end of Hatten and completely demolished a building from which Germans
ran, The unusual quiet extended throughout the day, and even 50 1 mortar
fire had replaced the 120 MM stuff to which we'd been accustomed, We received
an order to withdraw from Hatten at about 1600 hours. The withdrawal started
at 1800 hours, with vehicles and all wounded, followdd at fjifteen minute intervals
by A-Sk, G=315 (=), A-19 (-), C-19 (=), E-315 (=), F=315 (=), B-19 (=)
outposts, reargusrds demolitions squad. T.D.'s and tanks,after destroying what
equipment we couldn't take out with us,

The units of the battalion assembled in Niederbetschdorf, France then
moved by motor convoy to Friedolsheim, France, closing therex at 210930
January 19L5.

The period 21 January to 31 January 1945 inclusive was spent at
Friedolsheim, France reorganizing, re-supplying and training.




