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The Combat History of "D* Company
The First Inning % B

“Move out!” An expression with a hidden meaning — a phrase mmparahia to “Anchor
goars hard and riqud trammg Tlns was mmbnt ther-a"d be no more lirg ﬂms ﬂrﬂag wﬂffﬂlﬂ,*_ was it
The columy of the 25th Tank Battalion rumbled ont of the Foret de Charmes on the 20th ﬂfﬂb
amd BT Company mioved info its place in the procession, "D Company commanded by G&f)"e‘. W:ﬂffrﬂs, -"'- 1
of Revenno, Ky Eighteen lights tanks and' 89 men. Ahcad of us lay the Vosges Mts., Ger ‘hf'-l&‘,,mhs@ bo r._mﬁl
Repsweger, Rittershoffen, and Hatten — names to be elched in our memﬂnes furever{ ﬁ_ﬁﬂﬁhﬁﬂ‘ 1_;;:{}.
monotory of C & K rations; the piercing, relentless cold of the winter, the whine of blﬁléts.hum},_iﬁ vhist

of shells, sieepless nights, and always the enemy. , ,-r '

The column traveled southeast all that night thra Chatel, Pallegney, Domerve, Vﬂ{nﬁﬁaﬁ‘ﬁﬁ, Do -L;}ﬁ'rfﬂr.-

Cereconrt, Grandeillers, St. Helene, Autrey, Housseras and to St Remy. Dawn ﬁ:aunﬂ us on a ]ﬁﬂ overle f:?" =
St Die. Here was our first taste of war — our bapfism of ﬂrg: == tan frﬂm the ;ﬂifs;tanm -rwiml ’
mnd the smoke of guns and the roar of tanks as our mediums rullgﬂ into battle. Here we h‘-‘lﬁl ~rr”"-" irst
casually — though non-batile. Cpl. Raymond Ott's fool was crushed by the track of a tank “as it b cke d up.
Pic Ralph Holst, Off's bog, became the driver. We witnessed the panorama of battle that day an datidpsk

ol

mowed on again — this time to ‘the north. o 4
Thal mght the 3rd platoon Jed by Lt Paul Klinefelter of Waneco, Il and o f the tanks of

sisting '=_'rd'f { 1e tanks of
S5t lohn Wikon, Sgfs. Bruce A White, John Caldwell, and Manuel Mello left the colum
fest mitssion, thal of guarding Division “A"” Trains, Sqt Caldwell's tank developed engine u;' e t j_.:‘f night

and went lo Ordnance His place was taken by the imlhﬂlngf Hem‘u ﬁérmannatﬂmiﬁb
betind e forward elements the platoon and Division Trains moved through France.

Meanwhile the 25th column was pushing on, Along with company headquarters and maint '
the 1at ind 20d plstoons of "D" Company. The column moved thruuggh La Salle, Rambet

Montigng, Dommn'* t6 Blamont. At mid-afternoon ol he 2 nt "*'tk’
through Lafrimbole 1o a bivouac beside the road to St* Q & mitsral o

_ On the moming of the 24th, the 2nd platoon und&ﬁw}e ]_ﬁ first mission. |
m “‘W-‘H mﬁﬂhﬂi ﬂﬂsitmns fo pmtect thﬂ_ Iett fw ﬂ! hﬂﬁfﬂﬂﬁn witns om

mmmmmmmmﬂmw a.*m” o be over this
over which 00 army n history had gone. Theﬁrgoyﬁa . i Jhm urns:
m of the dense lorests and the cloud-like \‘hw hw .‘ T g }ﬁ' I-'E-“_I _ dility Jir |
m 'ﬂ' m ﬁw mﬂ wlmi Wiﬂl DJI' ll-'1 i1 it n' ‘ " -,.-,,”... t s
“Mm the ’t"m de ﬂ» Mﬂ 1o the p@n @ {f-'.-j"f f”“:-- o
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“column moved 1o
fie column moved ._ﬁ!!mr

' r -rf:,; 44 gi B‘l"uﬁ’sﬁm had beent to move cast to the Rhine and to secure a crossing when
each ,“ * Ve ﬂﬂﬁgkveﬂ “at Obernai the orders had been changed so that the column was fo swing
ﬁ-‘?}’mmhﬂﬂm# to' their west, toward Slestat and Colmar. We halted tempnrﬂnm at Obernal

sance went ahead to Goxwiller to determine the enemy’s strength and we relased
COnT ﬂiﬁantﬂ leared from civilians that the enemy had an AT gun and 50 or 60 infanlrymen

1 roadblock there. One medium tank platoon and one infantry platoon moved down the roasd
ﬂ;& assault guns. Soon the rumblé of artillery fire came rolling on the winler breeze

atoon advanced to the edge of Goxwiller and halted there. As they fired their machine guns
infantry dismounted from their hali-tracks and dug in. The enemy was now sending counler-

i, paralle -'r
Tha h?“‘h.-“'ﬁ"ﬂ:! so

T -.'I T w=ld B
R _,"f_h_,:_"i_ e 4. 1
! Ille 'r:-

' voadblock was reduced and our troops moved ahead — the lights following the mediums Bye
- assualt guns they proceeded down the road. The advance was slow because of heavy enemy

res e Lﬁﬂtl ll blown bndge -at Gertwiller. North of Gertwiller they came to a hall. Sporadic arlilery el
arc ,*-_‘-E Elﬁﬁﬂ. The tankers tried to see through the fog which was settling around them. Visibility was lmited
,‘ﬁl a few yards. Two colunms of infantry silently came up from the rear and disappeared as silemily
Mﬁ:._ thE enemy. Kraut artillery continnally whistled overhead. Through the fog occasions
¢ appeared and darted here and there. The rapid chatter of automatic weapons was heard. The infamous

W a!', ﬁrﬁt tﬁuught to be gne of our own water-cooled machine gtms

-_"Ir-"

. Thg‘. J[‘ii latoon was m @hErtlﬂi wml the remﬂmder of the company. Gﬂardmg d‘tﬁsmn ”B" trains, they
h M ﬂt&

.....

f-j‘ ;" ﬁgq( On M .“ Sﬂth Sngt Hﬂbert Lulllland mﬂved ahead to join thE 2nd plutnun reliwmg ,
e ‘tﬂﬂl{ had developed engine trouble. As Gilliland manuevered his tank around the colenn
o it ukmg the side of the road leading into the besieged town of Gertwiller he ssw Ihe
Ihﬁﬂ_qf “Able” Company. Flame belched from the muzzles of the 75°s and the tanks reared back
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i 'ﬂ'ﬂ“ -in infantry alongside the road, Gilliland moved mto position wilh
hi !-!'hl‘!hli of the guns. Passing the dug i
}7# :! sman'’s p}a‘tmm An AP whined over lhe turret end gunner Johm E. Sopczynski opened fire joming
the other light tank guners
_. "-"’-L‘QEE'E' ]‘m r-attacked and our troops were forced to withdraw from the town. First, the mediums,

'ﬁr ““ Ti&ﬂﬂ ﬁna ! Eﬁﬂ covering the infantry’s withdrawal, the light tanks of “D" Compang. Ths

pEoy ﬁ'ﬁi‘ positions to ﬂm north of town for as soon as our infantry withdrew a turrent of Gimmon

n w fire was poured into Gertwiller. We our-selves receiving AT fire from and unkzown positon

2 lash was ﬂm;ryerad by “Mac's” gunner, Ple. James Sechrist, and he accurately brought fire &
'i:ﬁ‘a"uhm tire' ceased.

lished at ngwﬂlar and here the men sweated out the night. The follewing aftermoon

lieved bu Sagt. Harold Knisley's tank. For the rest of the day and that wight the hghts

rediis worked their b intg (‘im’twlllar The l}?ﬁt night, ﬂﬂ towa "m

3
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< { the way for ws through the Hager gl
of Reidheinn mﬂwl:?nwd the 62nd Inf. ot Wiﬂhnihﬁlﬂ!x it
attack. On the thth of Dec the 2nd and | It |
element of CCA Reserve. Along with Comlaﬂnﬂ He

platoon b 3 |
| CCA. , o
Sed platoon }ulmd the iﬁni i:niumu © ‘i m g@fﬁi _ﬁhif _-'h%.y -

oolun 1 into the IEﬂd as ‘t‘hﬂ ﬂtﬁrl | wm

(ﬂﬂmﬂu gims burr.:l hum As I'.u: keeps: h' e
H’ﬂ w{d:{. ﬂlﬂ:hug wut&r:ﬁ the other an the La ik cunlmﬂndﬁ«r d!s‘mﬁuﬂﬁtﬁe (e o
fool. m Jeas! (hat's the way we did it in Tennessee. :,-..n“m mmbil u;u btﬁf;“'m L } e

glowed down {5 miles per hour sta was su L 3
D e always wondering ‘Whemer you mﬁaat ‘HGEL

column? In the poini gou look for trouble, o
:: enemy 1o the ||ir:;:.}1-..‘::r Your job is to draw fire so (hat the big gmis can open ﬁm gouw

way for the rest of the column.

The st platoon led by Lt James
Smilke. Harold Knisley, then the second section with

sl from Wittersheimh on December 14ih. First, they
were overlooking Souitz. At this point S Sqgt. Gillil

=

i

East Ora New Jersey followed Sgts.  Georg
g S S Sqt. Rmrl Gitliland and Sgt Heﬂrﬂ e*-"' AN t'h
led the column through battered. Hagafaﬁ. and a “:ﬁr
and and Sgt. Germano's tanks went ahead to ﬂﬁ; B
Lridge that led to the heart of the ciy. Once on the bridge o heavy barrage of tltnehre mmﬂed .
the velicles and @ hail of shrapnel fell around them. One shell Tit on the road iiself and an in &
feil. The Krsuts were pinpointing the bridge now. A second shell shook the tanks violently W ]f v 1' .l_'
ran forward to see if everything was OK. “Yeah, we're alright!’, Gilliland shouted down to hiﬂl, ﬂ_-:- ."
an hotir laler before a hill in the barrage permitted the infantrymen who had been pinned Ihﬁqﬂﬂtﬁ the er -
for cover fo withdraw and so emable Gilliland's section to move back to the waiting col i E_,mﬁ_‘ rﬁ m, iy
in the firing and we were moving again. This time across the hridge and on into the sﬁﬁ}eﬂ ou TI,J s
of Soultz where we finally ground to a halt. The enemy had withdrawn but had left stﬂper-s }mﬁnﬁ i ﬂﬁ"
further edge of the city. All through the night Jerry sent arhllem and mortar shells rainm;g on w: at:

tad lost. There wasn't much sleeping for anyone that night. i 1.- =

Meanwhile the 2nd platoon led by Lt Chrisman had moved with CCA Rm through He w."‘.._,’;’i,,‘ F
Hagenau, Surburg, and Schwabwiller to Hohwiller. ] a

In the point ,
The 25th Column was also pushing ahead, with the 3rd platoon in the lead. The tarmatim m
jobm Wikson followed by Lt. Paul Kinfelter, Sgt. Manucl Mello, Sgt. Arthur Roman, and Sgt, a_@jen

e B il ) oy

gich. The day wos uneveniul, mostly reconnaissance by fire into the forgotten and ecrumbling "1"-1!l"-a-.~':~-,,-.--- ‘
e Maginol Line The column moved through Hagenau, Surburg, east of Hoffen and ﬁrg nor u?*
1430 S Sgt. Wilson reported a blown bridge. The column halted @t the railroad station e unt
engineers pul up 8 bridge and at dusk crossed the river and praq&eded on the road to Obersee .-':‘~" '

Moming came and the 62nd column took off again but this time were

y moved oul. Early in the afternoon they were forced Ef: halt again in ﬂimv?i?:ge _-:;3-. '*'-':'z

I Ahis tme the bridge in their path had been blown, ‘delaying the column several hours while the endineers

f .Mndﬂl a treadway. The makeshift bridge completed, they mounted up, Enginm B rh L)
| were hot on the trail, That night tracers from the mediuims who had now | t!‘-iﬁb S &

1 ﬂ the column rolled down the road leading into the city. This was to be

{ of the mission; The third night of the mission and ﬂﬁuther sleg = "--'3 "‘: =
. '_F' e the tanker's new-fouad billets. Another blown brid enghth EPi Iﬂsﬁﬁnﬁl

and night. The ﬂ“: tanks outposted the town, one section quard S *u' 1 Al
~ section gmdi the weslern. The engineers relaid the mﬂd&; ﬁﬁm ,f.~;~:-_=_=; 5 and the second
: up’thc lead when the eolumn moved out in the iﬁ o Lheir
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d o IL
u gt flank the 25th column ane | _
Al day-break on Decen 'fmu?gﬁf“:ﬁ getgrd Platoon had also entered Wissembourg after bitter
1o Patoon formation was Sqi, M g Std platoon in the point the column Had come through
e TECOn peeps, and then the fanks Ef”smt the lead, followed by Lt. “Smiley”™ Klinelfeller und
~ 0 Mie road and then a bridge. As Mello' gts. Roman and Goodrich. South of Wissembourg Ihere

Yell to Freitas (the driver) to “siow d S lank cleared the bend and neared the bridge the ofhers
toncedlod foooonce. Sgt. Mello's tank was hil twico oo 11 . 7¢n they heard the crack of AT guns. They
Had o ns oM the enemy by the bend of the mge aud Lt Klinefelter's was burming. The colunm stopped,
- oS popped from his tank as a cork from g ,“"-' Waiched and prayed for the survivors. Lt Klinefelte;
- =t Col. Watson. P, Emory Lancharl #nd HR{:’““.E f“‘_“li though burned was reporting the guns positions
-!t#&"f‘"‘"" - around him, Cali had set * Ross . Call were safe but suffering from burns. As the bullels

Fa

Body of the ‘column. Sot. Mofin = W record for (he 220 yd dash up the hill from the tank to the
(s nanﬂ | ﬂ""}?mi%ﬂﬁf,‘; e 3”-“" preltas and Pie HﬂHherti Menzel wore ‘it of their tank, Sept
~ and locked the qun over 'f‘t'ihg"'ﬂ'ﬂv;f:“l :“'_ E”% them. The ptojectile had spun the turret complety around

Wilh both hands broken and twisted 1?'G:;' /9 Freitas followed Menzel out of the bog hatch. Sat. Meils,
(Gileh. Pfe. Menzel stayed behind to o m-f managed lo scramble from the turret into the safely of ithe

.-'Bhﬁﬂiﬁﬁﬁl.lﬂcﬂﬂn' S ' Meli care lor the injured man and was struck in the head by a piece of
BDE fats Tho =5_-'évérlg' 'inguf;zgt'm _]ei 0, he went back down the road, running and crawling. for medical allen-
and suppos '.IH ks fl""%"h”t nello. Pie. Peter Mazzone and T 5 Lewis T. Crook were still in their tanks
S IHS S _Fﬁﬁﬂﬂ’. - _ at night Pete was found still dalive, and though in a coma, was Cursing “the

LN mnihgomﬂ:i caused our blﬁb guns to hesitate in opening up on the still-firing enemy. When he wis
HiﬂEﬂt‘Ed. ﬁﬁtegar'e‘ [Bthﬂlt loase “f“h molars, 75's, 105's and 155's. Finally the German pesitions were
Eﬂﬁtl‘lyﬁm Sqt gé‘“.‘ di.?.f“’“.’"" tried to cross the bridge. bul weré forced to withdraw because of heavy
i, aﬁlﬁ fn .« L2100 l_f:hs tat_ik_i. mn the lead, dodged 7 shelling attempts by the Kraut gunners before he
Hlatiod @ & fove to safety. The column set up defensive positions on our side of the bridge. Crook’s tank
- pREee oS 3 funeral pyre all night, guiding in the Jerry artillery. The next morming, Sgt. Goodrich’s tank
in the lead, the column entered Wissembourg, meeting no resistance.

@ N . _ [ 3 T
N CCA Reserve entered Wissemb , 2 + i _ .,
R4 hes ntered Wissembourg the afterncon of the same day, having followed in the lead column's
- wake through Soultz, Reidseltz, and Oberhoffen ‘ : ikt |
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Task Force Myers

r | _-"I!'he E’u'l_um-ns:_,werﬂ 'rﬁ&i:‘_lg for the Siegiried now: the 1st platoon with the 62nd column, the 2nd platoon
as the point for “Task Force” Shedd, and the 3rd platoon with the 25th column. The Ist platoon, aftes
N J&ﬁ\.ﬂ_ng Wissembourg, halted just outside of Schwiegen. The road leading into ftown was mined! There

was no time fo clear the road. The order of the day was “Push on vigorously”, ‘and so Lt. Fraser, motion-
ing Sgt. Smith’s tank to follow swung into a dirt road to his lefi — an alternate route into Schiwiegen.
- The two tanks raced through the narrow streets firing at anything and everything, This was reconnaissuance
by fire, if Jerry was there he’d return that fire and so expose himself. Rettenbach ‘was also clear and the
enemy had pulled out leaving behind only a flaming tank, apparantly knocked out by the artillery barrage
~ that proceeded our attack. By this time the other light tanks were following although the heavier and

|- slower vehicles had been leit behind. The road led into a valley and then dwindled off until ¥ wes iust o

e trail too soft for a tank to follow. While the tanks were trying to cross this field Lt. Fraser said he though!
R he saw an AT gun and the column iwas definity drawing small arms fire. The column stopped to give lhe
% Jead elements time to study the terrain. Lt. Col. Myers, commander of the 62nd Inf., who was by ths
% time running along side the tanks with his service automatic in one hand and waving the tanks lo “Push

on vigorously” with the other, jumped aboard Lt. Fraser's tank shouting, “That’s what tanks are for isn't
it? What are you slopping for?” 2 | & roiry
i Thﬁt Garmgﬂ?ls wei:-z H.a‘chine gunning the position as fthe tanks started up again. The ground becams
foo soft for the tanks to go forward and the lead vehicle attemptgd to cut ‘across the field in order tw
reach the road that ran parallel to the column. This tank bogged down, however, and couldn't be towe!
In the meantime the rest of the vehicles had spotted enemy “:doughs” on the right flank and saw then
. pbreak into a run as they sprayed them with .30 Cal. The pl.ﬂtﬂﬂﬂ_ Wﬂu-l_d _kﬁ.ﬂv.g_ to backtrack onto the harder
k ﬁhd which would support the vehicles. Lt. Fraser changed tanks at this tme with Sgt. Germeno who

! Ar %mﬂiﬂﬂd with the crew of the bogged tank. The enemy now bEQﬂﬂ to, h_l'ﬂCk'Et in on the tanks with HE
! . When the column reached the road they were exposed to murderous direct fire and it was only the

L} . thou aot from the approaching night that kept the enemy ﬁ'ﬂ"}; -'Piﬂkin_q'_ﬂﬂ_ the vehicles. Shelter waos
mwrfmﬁfyﬂggiaiﬁﬁ E'Ellll'tuapr% ':'T'his_-g'ﬁa*ncgsure proved o EE another hﬁtspe_t-___ for it was part of a hugh
sougiii s ol i dmg on the horizon, and Jerry didim’t take long in Zeromg in,
ch ﬂ’ﬂ- L the rest of the task force had also assembled at the Chatean. ngg; i the Hafteho! as e

ina was called, all pre red to sweat oul the night as the enemy proceeded to shool the walls down

-

thom. First. however, Lt. Fraser attempted to reach his stalled tank; three S ke tried and n the
around ther :Mfigat;ag{:hwﬁf '_ir]}éﬂtlu us heavy mortar fire dropped around him. m the crew had
. d managed. o wmﬂﬂﬁ Led by Sgt. Germano, T/4 Poul Crowley, Pfes. Robert L. Hammitt and John
e ine had crawled through the waist-deep, ey waler of & creck that led from o spot nesr the tak
. . : i; | ’ - - "_ T P T . j 5 i :

-
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ack to the comparalive safely of the road. Retrieving lis maps the Lt made

At four the next moming orders came fo pull back fo Wissembourg to wnderlake 8 new mieOe Sl
Ht. ll:n of sweating them owt, the remaining light tanks made o dash for the r - RS A ed
Wissemboutq. . p .

Task Force Shedd .
anwhile 1 plitoon, os the point for Mujor's Shedd’s Task Force, had recelbef BFCEi
mmli.::‘f : Mﬁfi‘:pﬂ mthr; raute heﬂ:rem Wiﬁﬁm‘lbuurg_und BEEQ-ZH?HW E‘T m?w-,r S,/Sat #
ato two units, Li Chrisman's platoon became the point for the leading unit, The Mmﬂﬁ‘m coceaded (e
McClargen, Sgt Rimbley, Lt. Chrisman, Sqt. Mﬂ"ﬂ u Iﬂﬂd Sgt Du fbin- A I‘Eﬁﬂﬂ ﬂ ilmneﬂsﬂ Tt and
At Rechlenbich & portion of the road had been destroyed but a bypass was fouude “RaC . Jopi oS
the revon sechon moved inte o draw but ‘a heavy Cﬂ“fﬁﬂt"ﬂﬁﬂ,ﬂ ?!J.ﬂ'-"ti“!?ﬂﬂ.-f!'?ﬁ Agpoedys m u‘fﬁ RES T
Rechtenbach. After o foot reconnaissance by Lt Chrismin and 'Mﬂﬂ" __,ﬂ??; Whﬂnﬂ MoV E' | f s -- AT
me receiving no opposition. They came to the ouls kirts ol .anrf'-(}th_tl?ﬁlﬂh_ — here enemy pe
sonsisting of pillboxes, dugouts and trences were plainly visible, The f‘_lrst_ twn1aﬂk5 !ﬂmﬂ,_.ﬁ__&lﬁ qm@ -
sosilions and fired intermittently into nearby houses and bunkers. As the lig]ﬂs hfeﬂ our assiulls 1l e
main body moved into position to fire. Enemy infantr) were visible as Sgt. Kimbley's tank flushed them from

souses i the town The enemy began to send artillery fire in our direction. Radio silence was hrfiﬁmt as a.L-

e 'R
the recon platoon leader called s forward sechtion |eader. | | 1 “.. - ':-.
“Springficld to Nick, Springtield to Nick, what seems to be the trouble up there? Over.” ‘
“This = Nick. We need a squad of ‘doughs’ to sce what's in town.”
“This is Springficld, Roger out.” _
The Tesk Force commander then called the recon platoon leader saying that in the fom were an. -
m=sufficient number of infantrymen to undertake such a nussion. Al that moment came the ominous order W"- e
send o cowuple of light tanks into’ the town. -

“Muc” went buck to the assault gun section to direct fire on the enemy OP which had been spotted — =
by scchion. As he arrived there the assault gun commander spotted what the thought were itwo }Q,I‘JEEP Aerd
tamks. Earlier in the day freshly made tracks of a German Mark VI or SP were found at the turn of the
rosd adjpcient to the firing positions and the reconnaissance elements reported that they had heard the sound
of tanks in the distance. The heavy haze which surrounded the column made Lt. Martin uncertain but ‘Eﬁﬁ? 8 et
familiar “whocoosh™ and “crrrumpf™” of incoming mail verified his obsetvation. Attillery was dropping roun; - A
them accompanied by the patter of shrapnel. Qur troops were not able to retaliate for the Task Force
commander had given the order to cease fire. As the edemy fire continued it became more and more accurate. e

Finally over the radio came the order to withdraw. It was a slow, tortorous process. The tanks m * '.-rw
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headed north on the narrow road and were forced to wait until the main body was on its waﬂ {
they could back up to the turn in the road und proceed ahead. As they did so the enemy stalked
scoring near-miss after pear-miss. At last all vehicles were turned and the column withdrew
Wissembourg to Geitershof.

Kapsweyer

_ Meanwhile the 3rd platoon had proceeded through Wissembourg and Altenstadt to Schwiaho
lzin !?mnh was now in command of the platoon and the maintenance tank commanded by;'f??ﬁh:' Irs -
Wit in Sqi. Mello's spot. Just north of Schwighofen Sgt. Goodrich radioed back that he had sootted an
enemy AT gun. The AT qun opened up and the column halted. A fierce dual began betw Mﬁlﬁﬂﬂﬁﬁ AT

gun and our assault guns. All that night th : s ; e _
up with the men and they slent g ¢ gun splattered the columu’s position but fatique m caught

The column moved off dgain the followin e {a ' . | e o -"
: = ST ing morning with the tank of Sgt. in the fead (st
E:El m;:nlgens;:l Germanﬂdspﬂ for the first time. Al ?iﬂpsweger the methm?tsgt pﬂﬂm | wh‘ : 'E. ‘i
Aepnd mn moved up the road into the town one could see on the hill to the rear of the tows
mwng 'w”i miﬁ;lil d:id il;:“hﬁm? g; t:u‘: Siegiried defenses. The command tank 12;1; mﬂh :ﬂf&m | *Im':.
i owns of Lharlie Company ahead of them and in the fown. The counter-batters wae
terrific. The shells seemed to be passing | » tiem and in the town. The counter-battery was
dows 1 dréw. beside the roud F;n dm;Et r:ﬂr:hf;::;. over the turrets of the tanks. The infantry was &&,jf}h__ﬁ‘:.
co-axes of the lights were spurting flame into

the town — many of them never got there. Mo

| every harn and house in range tng;;mﬁa ;
Mmig thi; lmcﬂmrns left town and rumbled by the lights in the direction of Sehu
piatoon quickly followed imagining that the Germans must have Uﬂl&ﬁgh”’m chion (oS¢ ‘
lo know (k¢ reason lor unt refreat. Back at Schwighoter sl | | like. No one
lahe 8 crack al the defenses of Kapsweyer and the tﬁﬂﬁﬁng- lown S e SCAT S was g
more A-20's was a welcome one, but they missed the taraets Steinfeld. The sight o
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ot oeger the cohumin went that afternoon, south of the town, deploying info_the field. Al
e M e Seaiaidiiad o L noon, of the town, deploying ¥ .
btk guns and the 155 rifles of the 501st F. A. batlered the town. The steeple in
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il o et o
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=R T by piece as the gus poured it on. The mission became 1o stay in Kops-

i

1 - sy My
c r.E.'..':l','.'a"fr'l

..::'..1 K FOT -E. ‘after m withdrawin A | ' $1118 aip on the
e whitston ac R o o oF 3150 withdrawing because of fhe TAC mission hat moved out agam
--r 3 route paralicling the morning axis of advance. The platoon formation Was the

that morning. From Geitershof the column moved through Altenstadt to Schwig-

L]
§ =
| Y
e - |

and fellowed a narrow lane through an orchard and sugsr beet fields. After moving

iey approachied the same Chatean, Haftlehof, that the 1st platoon bad occupied. The diy b
oy a ae aBa e wiswiliy poor bt from the map averlay it was known that below the hilli on. wiich
S0 Me Lhiteau were AT ditches, dragon’s teeth, and communication trenches, forts, and other obstaties.
SHEDISH, miliish haze was a curtain separating the Task Force from the enemy. This was the Siegired line.

Sh@aﬂ moved up onto the hill Lt. Fraser's dE‘SEr‘tEﬂ tHIIk came into view, I8 sus-

e e to the hull in the mud below. '

o L:‘? ¢ recon élﬁqﬂﬂls moved into the courtyard of the Chatean while Lt. Chrisman depk:y_ed his platoon
.'F.Jr.‘.:,f.? .,,.__,..r.._;,-u'-:&*. Wﬁs armmd ihE blllld][lg ﬂt HIE Eﬂll'ﬂd ﬂf lhiﬂ; muvemeni the jmﬁg-;- -begiln h'_]' _lhmw

artillery info and near the building. Since several of the light tanks were explosed (concealing lerrain features

W) ﬂﬁeﬂﬁ“ﬂ began very accurately to pin-point their position. Near imisses Wwere scored on the

[ Lt. Chrisman and Sgt. Kimbley. At dusk the order to withdraw came and the Task Force moved
ighofen witere they spent the pight in a deserted German house.

) | Night Patrol

= -. |‘- T g 1 : i L = ™ E . I 3 J oy - k. . " . Ium“ mﬂtli,d
_ Shortly after dawn on the following day the Task Force moved forward once again, The cotur
B yosition in the lame they had moved on previously and the mediums ﬂEpth_E'ﬂ to the right and to gls
of the road in defillade, Forward to the Chateau went men frem the recon clements to sel up un

tom whic dir . i i es circled lazily overhead. Sounds of
ram ‘which fire was direcied o the enemy position. Laison planes- arcied ! S hn detenses.

.i‘ leavy firing came from the vicinity of Rechlenbach and Rapsweyer where the 25th column h

wolher dusk and Task Force Shedd withdrew again. The recon elements set up a Ifmning post in }llﬂ
:r::. 19::1: Eorce set up outposts on all roads while the 1st platcon of Dog Qﬂmﬁﬂq;}_ p_l_{us. LheF ?-uh
" Recont held the line at Schwighofen. Baltalion wanted a detailed report of the .-_E.ﬂﬂrgy”_{m;ﬁﬂﬂaﬁuns. lél.t ‘.I{‘l_j?;!"r
.-ﬁfé Tst ﬂlﬂtﬁﬂnwas to take 4 men wilth him on d patrol 1o examine t_h? dragon’s feeth, :F{lﬂﬁn}?ﬂT- gt. G :1.
f'.. d was the first to veolunteer and (he remainder of lhe patrol was made up _q__i \ Ihrfs ,Jq_sgp s .-E;rranu.ﬁm. ;
dliver A. Roberts, and Robert Leatherman. At 2100 hours they started out, ‘together with 5 men r?lm o
Veoon Ph‘lﬁﬁm The original plan had called for two separale patrols but at the last minute it was deo l.;
s combine them into one — to be if necessary a combal patrol. E;Vﬂhhlnckened“ faces, they munngﬂdﬁn 3
cawl. after 5 tense hours, first through their own oulposts, across “no-mans lﬂnﬂ v ;u;ggl;intu the enem;gd l?
inaccing  enemy GUNS iy Schwighofer the finally reached ftheir objeclive, measured tuc

B rress | - ms firin fear Al e
. PUPASSING encmy gunsfinﬂg o TRt ing with the desired information.

.-!' .
Al

dracon’s feeth, and came back early the mext morn N
R e & peopt was sent fo establish @ defense line mear the Chateau and S Sgt
That ight the mﬁtﬂﬁﬁs were sent with them as support. In mid moming the 68th A1B
d Sgt. Rimb and Kimbley were once agan detached from the 2nd plaloon s

e

 relieved the 94ih Recon and McClarren

Withdrawal

fhie order came to withdraw, as CCB was taking over CCA's posifionts. The company
" the 2nd platoon coming from the Chateau and the 3rd platoon returning from Raps-
net 9 eort % ome and 3 mights. Bapsweyer i, RESREISNATIOIERINE, the GOrrman
- weye hﬂﬂ 5;:3113! our troops, supplemen ted by the burrrupp of the “burp” gun and the whine
antillery constantly pounce¢ 3L BT Tl 0 and cold, no one slept anticipating an expected and predicied
of snipe h*ulms,;m oS W ind their defenses and warm in their ﬁ-w aur dive bombers

¥ gﬁ&: :'hﬂ'_h_ . ¥ ol = A ..'-""'":_"-”“‘:-7-:#" "F TR } i
e e RS Steinfeld, which was in the 5‘“&19 of dragon’s fteeth, On B¢
- strated and bombed ST ver the_platoon's.position, without firng & rousd. O
18th 8 ME-109's had Z00MC &, the Messershmidts were too fast. By the time the 48th had relievs
B0 oo the mediums OPTTER, L oo their nerves 1og9ed.
R i o t mpany moved with the Batlalion to Schliethal. Schliethal was a rest frow
‘On December the }ﬂth ; hﬂﬂﬂ 1 e again and sleep!! Here the company set up owtposts o support
» fatique of battle, a chance to en H'Hfg ﬂ%li 21st ol December the battalion § over the
the ”4?_"’:.! 'ﬁ%?ﬂ%h%llgﬁemﬂnﬂ. Firing our 37's maximini ek ;’ﬁﬂ Company jomed thetd
pear Schliethal anc ~hrisman to “C” Com pany and Lt james 2 n'-..i,p.h; fy motor officel,
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Pancakes for breakfsst and then the feaditional Christais dinner = BUCEH S nanng drinkd
schﬂllhlﬁ N m m tﬂ' Tm ﬂﬂu lﬂfﬂﬁ mdl Eﬂn m .l‘n;*:_'tr 'i. y I:J." r-u. o ' H. s =k
compamy inalntained @ perimeter of defomse i he orchards n p‘m:? “"m O e ey

da '.I!_ i ' .' . F', ) i

wes pneveritiul except for the aftersoon when Genp i How RS N
wwn of Soullz-Sous<Fores, W swére for thie first fime in days out o} ortillery range anc =
ke resr-ectielon. troops. We assared the very hospitable and friendly eviiins that the Germa

cotorn Litle dﬁ e m
Counter - Attack 6]

ORI Y P, =~ L Ty o oLl

On the 16th of Decomber the German winter offensive populatly; knowst €8 thie: “Buttle; ok SLEECHISE

begen. 1t the wake of it Von Rindsted! launctied o socond offensive against the eatire Tut_60E R on

cwept from the Saar River Basin on the left fo e Rhine River on the right. Rapidly our troops S Rl
" fall hack from the Eranco-German border. Wissembourg, Rapsweneh

fwght so hard, were lost. | o
After six dags in Ritlershoffen we moved oul oce aguin, this time ta HE““"{Glm* It was ater
piaht when we reached this mountain village and mosl of the way we had been Cr o P
' 'r--ﬂ-.ﬁ- BHE LA -

me first real snowstorm of the wirter. We spent New Year's Day here and feftﬂm neﬂ 1 but oot
ller we moved to zmzwmgr_wm we teache

il we'd enjoged @ real turkey dinner. From Neuwie oring the roads

come day, to meet Von Rundstedr’s thrust. We took wp positions on ¢ fill, covering the roads |

froem tlis high position, That night we moved fo Uty willer, where several roadblocks were ESWDHSEL G
S the 62nd A.lB. only two days bﬂfﬁlﬂ.;hﬁ;ﬂm

e 3rd (e entire company moved to Ingwiller where 'wo dat
sattle. The first platoon outposted the crossroads here on the main supply route. Fighling ¥
on only two towns ahead in Wingen. After several days here the 1st platoon was serit DACK® I0F "HIE SEMREE
ime 1o establish another roadblock in Uhrwiller. This time their stay was even shorter as they were seii :
neck 1o Ingwiller to join the main body of the company. e

{he main road on the north side of ingwiller.=

The second platoon established defensive positions across :
They remained a week in this vicmity, shifting positions occassionally. Once the plaicon m!wﬂf verdl mues
15 the east #nd went into defensive positions al the south edge of the Foret De Domanile ﬁﬁ Angy Jler,

1t was o similar story at first for the third platoon. Billels again and guard — guard for each &'11

6 hours of the 24, You werent alone on guard for Jerry nightly was sending 88's slaming in and near
e towt. Then, the 70th Inf. Div. moved up and the first section the third platoon weni alonig as the po it
M piclured a freezing night on top of the mountains as the tanks slithered back and forth a

slick, fce-covered road. They careened recklessly mnear the cdge of the cliffs with jutting rocks be

ice. The 4 km. trip down the mountain took nearly 3 hours. i

the tracks vainly tried to bit the
On the 10th of January, the 3rd platoon, minus the second section, moved to Zinzwiller ':, Cout-
ihere. At 11 o'clock that night they moved to Uhrwiller to ¢o Hf-

post at the crossroads was set up )
the vicinify. Finally, in the morning back once motre to the outpost at Zinzwille

German patrols n
Rittershotien

then agasin o Ingwiller.
The Company together once more, we moved to Worth, Al this time the enemy had broken th - as
fe- ws Rittershoffen, our quite haven over Christmas, and the 25th was assembling to atiack and take the }
4 the moming of the 12th we left Worth and by midmorning we had closed into, an f

town. Before dawn on .
the west edge of Hohwiller. The weather was cold but clear. Vis

nae <l

1
T
: (2l o |
= : F 1
M .
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and the rest, for

xssernbly pesition on the W _ _ Vi iy w :
The batiolion attacked. D” Company moved out behind the mediums. Our part in the attack was to be left '
flank quard, to OppoOsE any attempt the enemy might make to cul into thal otl:terulnse espﬁs&ff 1k of our J

L1 ‘.

moving battalion. |
The fttack progressed slowly 3Cross the long, rolling open fields and narrow treaterou drainage
afternoon we had reached the wide T shaped valley midway h

in the vallies. By early , \Weer e
1 our righl rear #nd thtershnffen at the right front. Greal flames leaped from Rittershoffen whi ch
wene of an attack of another of our divisional units. Here our advance was halted bﬂ a heavy i;”u irom i

AT auns sweeping the valley. The company was forced to disperse along with the rest of th
and Eweul oul the deadly barrage that had already Kknocked ﬂLIE three at;g our m the s, This
afternoon and on into the night when the battalion was drawn into. a lighter | Fna
Still burging tanks, it earlier in the day, ihrew an eire light on the now powder-blackened snow. At 2200
s the order came to pull back to Hohwiller, Picking our way across the sl el o e S *
ever, wasi'l as simple as il had been during the daylight hours and several tanks Woraimi, S R

enroute. Three trews were forced to stay with their vehicles until they could be vanplod B Hagrar
At Hohwiller the battalion licked its wounds and awaited further ord ore. Thio (o A

hy reirievers.
v |
- - = B e e —




out more important, we fad - o hig
stablishod i the o = A4 managed to hold the high ground adjacent to it
hed in the edge of town. The German advance 'alg this point had been

¥ |

- .I I.% : i I:- :I ; E I YW | | :tht 2nd j pmm" wﬂ i iu . % E
R e T Frr iy Mipta ke ) the miission of reconoitoring 11 fley to th
10US day’s axis of advance. It was fnrce‘g t:T eturn after T SREE .
| . Al AR e T P - . : retum ﬂfte it h ) ¥
1€ position held by the battalion on the previous ﬂ,ﬂ; ad received heavy direct fire

On lght of January 12th the first platoon was se

RV o R e ) nt ot to establish contact with a platoon of
Bt E@ma@ on the outskirts of Ritters hoffen and fo set up an outpost along thepmaln road
the line, This was done and the men

mediums indirect fire churn up the inferno

e '*‘ Pifmenemg infilltration through this weak point in
once mﬁeﬁéﬂgf"f WﬂﬂtTcEing the white phosphorous from our

: \.r 16 Forhaines f;ﬁ *thrE; I:'?Lilﬂwing night the platoan was sent out again to occupy the same position
| ral location and threw Ritter, cold and nerve racking nights. For mow the ememy had discovered
had beer 1miﬂﬁbudhis th W l:n shﬂﬂ_]lll_l‘l-ﬂﬁss barrages until every inch of the once white anow in siggiid
burp gun range at ﬂihtaﬂdg:gh E ing. A -man who lay hidden during the day would manuever to within
,, rﬁyis?er e R“"* oy g an arc of tracers over the tanks, ‘would give his artillery an
S WG 10 Tegisier on. Reliet came for the first platoon on Jinuary 16 and they were senl o Holscott

 gual is for the General's CP.

P

ﬂﬂs fflzunt' gmﬂr’ the 2nd and 3rd platoons had been carrying out reconnaisance missions
P sl F“'ﬂ-“ followed the. crest of a hill for nearly a mile then descended the north
i bridge and disappeared from sight among the  bright buildings of Leiterswiller
bﬂﬂgeha%llla;d ;eﬁmme ﬁ::ﬂt l?lmll%tlhe road a?d across it in the section from the slope of the hill

U S g TS ared Was he leit opening of the T shaped valley whi | s

r battalion on the first day of the attack. il ped valley which had been occupied by
s m% hours on the 14th DBQ 3 rode out to make a recounaisance of the German Pﬂsi'tk:rns norih-
- east of Rittershoffen. No one had been able to advance because of the intensity of fire from these gun
ositions. A fog was beginning to settle as they rolled down the road, out info the field, through a gan

our niinefields, and past the dig-in positions of the “Rainbow Division”. Sgt. Caldwell was in the lead
d down. The platoon left him to wait for the tank recovery vehicle and proceeded through anolber
to phase line “B”. A German dough was spotted and then their artfillery chased the tanks out
- Sgt. Caldwell had been pulled out and Dog 3 went back to Hohwiller,

- It was a mission that looked like suicide, light tanks against AT guns and dug in Tiger tanks, still on the
th the 3rd platoon moved back to their previous position. Sgt. Roman in the lead tank, dismounted and
made a foot reconnasance. At his report of “all clear” Sgl. Caldwell's and S Sgt. Wilson’s tanks skirled the
hill moving into the valley and the orchard on the leit, The platoon spotted vehicles and enemy doughs
'}f ¢] &idn*t seem to fear our presence at all as they ambled around their guns and tanks. All guns opened
! qlbllt there was no way of telling what damage was done. The Kraut guns were not to stay idle and they
“sent volley after volley in our direction. Once again Lt Klinefelter's platoon began a wuht}mwal o the
' ative safety of the slope north of the town. Sgb. Cilltjwttll was hE?Id fo n:rg_lnut “'m )" and some
~ choict -?.lﬂnguag_ef as he directed his tank through the gap in the first minefield. Pic’s Unger and Phil Conlre-
ras applied first aid within the moving tank and Caldwell was evacuated as soon as they stopped. Lt Kline-
~ felter relayed to the F. A. the gun positions of the enemy and our counterubatiery began. The German
*’ ceased their barking for about an hour and then went at it agam — their aceuracy inproving. Pic
'I‘aglordove under his tank but a piece of ﬁprﬂ_pnel f{:l_llpweﬂ; ‘As jet-propelled pis:}nes strated ne:ar
their positions, e was evacuated. Th platoon staged in its position that afternoon and withdrew to Hob-
~ willer that evening along with the 2nd platoon, wich had come up that afternoon to support them. That alter-
e alor the 2nd platoon had set up their position T'5 Harry Fitch was wounded in the forchead by »
pniel, as he sat in his tank with the driver’s hatch opened.

R : i ith’s tank, “Smiley’s”., Wilsan's,
| . with a make-shift platoon consisting of Captain Smit | RS,
SR félmgcﬁﬂ dml?s e e pmﬁ;un went back. They were ordered now to go past the orchard
s _,ﬂﬂd é'“dn- which ran the MSR to Rittershoffen. With the Captain and “Smiley” directing the
Rt fo & eﬁﬂ;%]lmmmmnder of the platoon started forward, with Wilson in the lead. With artillery
platoon. from th o rocobded into: the orchard, Wilson’s voice: came to them as he radioed that he had
G @},H&’-'}E neqry: el IO hs ahead. The platoon was ordered to withdtaw and just in time. As they reached
spotted dug-in enemy doughs ahead. P German Mark IV's came into view. As they rumbied

: + an dts reverse slope, four.
mﬂm DAL o1 1s: mwrf-yﬁ!gpnf “B" Company got two of them.

H}. ::

Monnwhile (he 2nd platoon had relieved
ador s e El'lmg there for 2 days and on

the Il

the 1st at their outpost on the road between Rittershoffen and
the 19th the 2nd platoon iulint'd the Svd plu‘[m}n u:
Kulenaori. Anhey 1 their jump-off position enemy artillery  came w.  Shrapmw
making their mﬁflﬂm As mﬁﬁﬁ?::ri::‘yﬂ [;uuﬂ#r. :n the arm, leg, and buttock. The tank returned to
flew hitting Plc. James Sﬁhm}' hile the rest of the platoon moved through the break in the minefield.
Hol for. Py o Hohwiller with the 3rd platoon.

their reconnaisarice they returned 10




Rest |
The battle of Rittershoffen and Hatten raged for 8 days and on 5 of them "D ﬁampu:‘g‘
its Tight tanks on their snicidical recon missions, always exposing themselves 1o mﬁmﬁfh e R
nike the Krauts expose the positions of their well concealed guns. On the 20th “f !@“F!*'fﬂ__"m‘eﬁﬁ% <lthrs
moved out of that area leaving the Germans “swinging at air” and threw them off balance rel
drew and the companu moved by way of Surburg, Hogenau, Momemhelm, und mﬂlm = tl “eoutheast
At Dettwiller it was the same old story, more rondhlocks. On the 29nd the company mOVEC ;ﬂm
a few ks, to Litenheitn. In the woods around Hagenou the Krauts wete making a stubbortl stanc aue &
on the night of the 25rd we moved to Hultendor, a small village near Hagenau. Hemﬂmmmwm ety
weshed and we supported the infantry aronnd us. T /5 Harry Filch rejoinied the company there: is w ol
5 ome-pight stand in a Herce snowstorn while supporting the infaniry as they cleared the Krauts ont Ry

Ohlungen Wald the company stayed in Hultendord until the 3rd ol February. . _ 4:. e
The battalion and the company moved to Bischwiller on February 3rd, _.ﬂﬁ.‘-?“?fi;.'.“gﬂmf n suppgnt 'ﬂn gi?;u' I

ntantry. The Krauts sporadically shelled our position. On the 5th the company moved 1o Gries, on the O o

o \Weithach, and by the 8th tve were back in Huttendorf again. - : 4

The division was qoing for a rest and reorganization, the battle had been a Gﬂsﬂﬂ-.- ore bﬂth i i e ol
s aic Aon On February 14th the battafion moved mto

celiictes. but the Tth Army had stopped Von Rundstedt _the. 'batialiol , Lk
Aneckendorf some six kms. west of ?—ﬁiﬁendurf. Here Sgt. Bruce White, T/5 Jose Calderon, Pfc_RohEt‘t j ,.,.- -

Taglor, and Pic. Ross Cali rejoined the company. On the 6th of March Lt Klinefelter lfaﬁ_ HIB' comp fﬂ“ N -,
win Able Compang. Lt Carey Hand became the plaloon leader of the 3rd platoon. S/Sgt Robert McClarren =
hecame 2nd Lt. Robert McClarren assumed the leadership of the 2nd platoon. Sqt. Hank Germano became
ks platoon sgl. Tank and weapon mainienance were the order of the day. At Alteckendori we eafabliahed .
-osdblocks and prepared for another attack on the Siegfried.

Through The Siegfried T

The order to move out came on the 11th of March and as a company We marched to Ohlungen. In

the vicinity we established 5 outposis on the main road junctions and mtersections. Thm were arﬁﬁetﬁ .
3th Sgt. James Kimbley was strick in the leg

positions in every direction — the Krauts and ours. On the 1 _
by shrapnel from one of the many harassing barrages that the Krauts threw into the town.

As & unit of CCA Reserve the company moved to Ringendori on March 15th. On the 18th the offen- =
sive began and we once again saw Rittorshoifen and Harten — the dust and ruins mute testimony to the 3
ferocity of the battle there. All that was left standing of our Christmas billets. were a few chimneys. We < i
wondered what had happened to the people to whom we had said, "“The Germans will never _;;a_tﬁim‘:"‘ That N
night we moved to Oberseebach through Leiterswiller, Oberreider, Sundwiller, Buhl and Tirebach. We were
once again ireading on familiar ground. Time fire burst over Wissembourg as we moved it on the fﬁﬂﬁi e
of the 10th. We traveled to the northwest edge of town and set up defensive positions. The 2nd and 3rd
platoons moved into an orchard on @ hill overlooking the town, The 1st platoon was at the foot of the hill
with the CP. To the rear of the hill and on our flanks were dug-in 155 Hows, The guns set up a deafening
and vilolent crescendo which shook the ground as though a quake were in progress. On the ridge before v
s TD's were being dug-in to act as artillery. We were throwing the book at the Siegfried. It was here

that we heard for the first time the elephant-like whine of German rockets. 7 R

- = 11 : .-
On March 22nd the company moved ahead. The first platoon deployed their tanks around Schwig Ie%_ d

ane section going ahead as outposis. The 2nd platoon quarded the left flank of CCA Headquarters and = "
i » h ' -

the 3rd platoon the right.

After dawn the 2nd platoon i |
averlooking the Siegfried dofenses. Later in the day they were joined by the 3rd pilatoon. That day. wit-
wessed the terrific pounding thalt our artillery and tanks were giving the pillboxes. Toward dusk they them-
selves jomed in, the 37's mus have annoyed the enemy for they retaliated with their own artillery. As nig e
ioll the 2nd and 3rd platoons were relieved by the 94th Recon and withdrew to outpost Kapsweyer, g LB
soown burned and buildings collapsed around them as they set up their outposts, The Krz L it
the stores in their pillboxes. The basket and rear of Sgt. Leatherman's tank were punctuwd ﬁ-f a sieve W I o
s Nebelwerfer (German rocket) landed a few feet away from it. A rocket launcher had fired near theif
position and then left, leaving the light tank to suffer the tremendous return fie.

Morning came and the battle had lost much of its intensity and news came that Jerry
The Company rejoined and with CCA Headquarters pulled out of Kapsweyer that night goir
feld, Schadt, Frodehenfield to Minfeld. Traveling was difficull for the .cﬂnuéﬁs”ﬁg ?L"Lgl; rocklos
French were jomming traffic. Non-linquistic MP's tore their hair in dEspalrasﬂmm

fold the company set up outposts and maintained fool patrols on the follov

control. In Min _
afternoon we moved on lo the woods northeast of Minfeld. Here we heard that all

a
ml
=

. 2 N
moved ahead through Kapsweyer, then north to take up defillade positions
-

¢ |
-“

fow surrounded pockets were across the Rhine. We were relieved from CCA and joined th
sl s
= —= . * g _t
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We m that we were for once zone”
| n the it and !
iared with the 68th HIB Everyone took al?r&ck a1 : e

- the while how we ever got through the Siegfried w haig

"ﬂ'ﬂ“ g'hﬂ]'d Div. H
1. Trains. The remaind
| to Steinfeld to guard Diy, Supply Trains. i g

Over The Rhine

1y, the d:lvisiun moved 1o cross the Rhine.

e, Mich ' Through Berg-Zabern, Lamiuu
1, mm ::i{w:ird Frmdeshﬁ-im Frankenthal, by passing Worms and crossing U

Kheim. e = platoons wiih Div, Supply Trai
stadt, L and Darmstadt. Four tanks of I:EH i G Um'ﬁﬂ"ml

m!f 7& gas ; s]fm Fage, but S/Sql. Gilllad Ist platoon were forced to fall out
ad proceeded ‘across
; d ahead and joined their column the next morning at Rhet::rﬂheﬁ::me gk -
advancing to the rear rapidly and it was becomin
i g mcreasingly difficult for our
. with them. Towns became little more than rmlepnstf.g ﬁ!lunq the path of

"~ The company minus the 1st platoon left Ober-Ramstadt
L Al company. inir - with' Div. Trains on April 2nd and i tankl
n thmgh Shippach, Lohr, Neustadt, Heldburg » Wattendorf, Popendori arriving ?n Hersbfiek

ucx meant beauliful women and the 65 dnllar question, the bridge and t '
e “bed-check Charlie”, who was now unloading eggs. : i i

Bf April the first section the the 3rd platoori under “Mac’s” leadership wen! ahead with a
_@3 premru to moving Div. Trains to Hippolstein. As they nesred the outskirts of
the G s counter-attacked and midst a hail of artillery the patrol was forced to withdraw o

That night at 8 o'clock the enemy or civilians moved an AT gunt up on the hill overlooking town,

W ﬂ%m&ﬂ after the first rounds flew into the city. Everyone opened up and splattered the
&H 50's, 75's; and 76’s. There was no further sound from the German position. The next
! ﬂl led by Lt. McClarren found no trace of the gun or of its tracks, only the pile of used
Ilt*“;‘;‘:ﬁ' or fe‘llpw:ng day the 68th Inf. Div. came up to protect the flanks and we learned that up
i b‘l’m Trains hat been the Furthermost eastward element of the Tth Army. At Hersbruck Lt. Me-
Lt. Hand switched platoons,

il 'n > the 1st platoon had traveled with Div. Hgs. through Parthensiein as far as Hammelburg
_prison camp there that had been liberated 2 days before. Leaving Div. Hgs, they had first gone
: ,i. '.= ti > medics at Goosenheim and then joined the battalion the mext afternoon. After a short stay
S , Co. the became the point for the 25th column. The formation became Li. Fraser's tank, Sgt.
Abboll’s, . ﬁﬂﬁhﬂis, and Sgt. Sopczynski’'s. The fifth tank was now ai Ordnance. They started out
ot peeps in the lead. They were ahead of schedule and they went on until they reached
“EE]‘E the bridge was out and smiper fire whined over their turrets. The fire came from across the
. S w @h pl.dhd Eff to the left to wail in the town while supporting 103's took up positions, The
Ompanyin Hmult lanks threw direct fire into the edge of the adjacent town while the infantry crossed
C eld was cleared and several prisoners were taken. The four light tanks didn't move, but

outposts at various points within the town along with other units and remained here overnight.
several villages a number of Lugars had been liberated that day. The mediums led the way as the
forded ﬂjg river but once on the opposite side the Ist platoon took its place at the head of the

— o

€0 Jm tﬁey ml{ed tﬁmgh town after town the only Germans they saw were civilians, frightened groups
;"? men and children who stared in surprised as the tankers passed them by.

‘-:k I 1y was mountainous now. The column furned off the road fo follow a trail. The hgh

3 ggle over ﬂ: bﬂl-.tldﬂ' strewn hills fcullnwmg the set of wagon ftracks that led them into the
.J "' r "ﬂ!‘ m it A w;:llages Ocemsmrmﬂg sniper fire whined overhead as they passed a wooded

T’ 1 "-L more often, the tamkers saw only the bewildered civilians for whom, until now, the war had

*4'-*. far W#H

F
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kkkkkk
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tdorf and here spent the night. The following night the

Waﬁl ﬁmé gl{m;gmﬂﬂieﬂ‘;%‘*ﬁtﬁs Pfar alicied several mllagpea behmdgﬁltdnr{ in the wmouwains
¢ ma 'tﬂiﬂgﬂ here throughout that night and early the following morming the platoon

f where il juined the 26fH column, which was moving up again. The third
o entire battalio hivouﬂcad in & field on the outskirts of Haag., That night the first platoon
'{ 1-' fs to ests mmm with the 94th Recon in nearby Llllinhurd Leaving the battalion agdin
ltoon was sent to establish an outpost on the superhighway adjocent to Troceau where the clements
e a‘Et“ﬁp Theu remained here all that night and the following day went to lake
K the 25th. That evening the 25th was refieved by the 8o6th Ini. Div.

Hnug whﬂm another pight was spent,

— 10 —




Mile olemen | fahiting in nearby Bagrenth
hile ¢ ts of the 16ih were ?nn'_:lﬂ atine el .3_?:_ of

sttached to Service Company Bs quard Cdiance, the platoon left” Service
sl Fueh. Mere the ffth tonk returned Irn::n ?mlé With it Our mainfenance

1 tor Alenteld. The platoon now had s o ot atoon's Tirst ¢ag £
Siheell gnd deiven by 175 Hollman hod o e G i hﬁlﬁm the laison vehicle for COL-¥
for the 2510 colwmn, Previous to joming the Hrsh pi P o ks were scatfered

s managed to tie up the advanee. SWPPMQMM#I;&? -. i s

Al Alienteld enemy S, P. gims maniged 8 BE G don Sonell wals: it by
for protection against the incoming artillery Tank commander Scht o

; - ] LN i 4 : AR L JHE- :“ 12K _‘ s | -

That night the platoon lost & tark, ambushed w_hﬂe ,p_mﬁl'l%gh mieg:gﬂlﬁﬁﬁegwhm’msr

mission heve was to guard the aulobehit CUC LD e e third fime the tanks went oul the lead

ke : I = tlE- 1"_;:! S ﬂ L‘ . .t .. X ""*-'r. -1.-_.;-:-,. J_HI-T_'-.;‘.-".--. i | : ] I1||, ]'.!"' | :.r;'--ll
::t slmnmhl “;:1!1 t: IE:,:aeIEL.IrDtgvcfr T 5 Caldron was seriously wounded and the' other m Ey

- : ez, were seriously burned. The rest of the story is &
erew. Lt Froser ond gunner Pie Harold. m?r{hmeui a'war_diﬂ_g, AR b Empagﬁq. e X |

told by the citutions received by the crew @ R e L
| 5 R 945, When Sgt. HM.F mdan
achiovemenlt near Altenfeld, Gﬁrmﬂﬂ!-jl. on 2_2 H]_H'i_l lm e ol S e e e L J“' o

s the two tannks on patrol, saw the lead tﬂﬂk, oo
egard of personal safely went to the: d ﬂf i it

¥ g ok -
Tl Alqy
T hle

=

“For heroi

and T 4 Willisms, driving the Eeﬂﬁ_nd c{f

| that disabled il, theg unhesitatingly and in disr
manpevermg their fank, they torced the enemy 1o |

rushed thom to 2 modical aid stabion™

When word got back to the oufpost al mlen_fgltl two tanks were Seri {0 Al Sht. o U
time ariillery Bad driven the bazooka team back into the thick .weod_ oods that hﬂrd%frﬁg rﬁ'*:‘
siles of this point, S/Sgt. Gilliland and Sqgt. Sopezynski reached Sqt. Abbott and T /4 Williams and the il

tiod
tarhs begun their relurmn to Altenfeld.. The next palt'fjl ran into more trﬂuhIE }n iheiiﬂCh 1} jeas €
collided head on with the lead tank. The smaller vehicle was ﬂe;nqii_shed and its occupants Ki Aaougi
the impact had disabled the light tank its crew was not seriousiy m_]nr&d-,

| Patrols were maintained throughoul the might and during the next day. S Sgt. Gill

| commond of what remained of the platoon iu Lt. Fraser's absence. With two tanks and
' first plutoon left Altenfeld to join the rest of the company on April 23rd.

, _ - I & . A

Meanwhile the 3rd platoon had once more moved to Hilpolstein, without meeting any
Div. Trains had established their CP there. Soon alterwards the main body of Div. Trains and the rest
of “D" Company, minus the 1st platoon joined them. Here it was learned that the 14th AD was now in

ur." I-‘ LY Sy r
L]

fthe 3rd Anny. The company was relieved of its mission with Div. Trains and reverted to battalic i

The 1sl plaloon joined the company and we moved to Unter-Massing on the 24th. Before leaving there
the next morning the 3rd platoon became engineers muking a bridge which the column could pass. From
Unter-Massing we marched to Schulyendorf and after clearing the woods spent the night there.
20t the ballalion wenl inlo an attack posifion near Herpstetten and received orders to procee ith
possible haste with the purpose of securing an intact bridge across the Danube. The 2nd plafc on _ mover
abead as the point of the column. Late thal might we moved into Menninig, a small m‘ﬁa“ggm > north
barik of the Danube. The bridge that we were lo take had been destroyed. The column n:t-w‘-*.-_é&ﬁ’;l“ waited
for Ihe engineers to repair the bridge. The Germans held the opposite bank and poured ar ;';']'gmy?{fgh-i.
aear the village for most of our 24 hrs. there. It bocame a due) between our assault: quns. the Sth Inf

Div's, 8lmm mortars, and the German weapons.

| During the previous day and night a battle had neen raging in the large citu of In k:.-.m.:.?'.'-:&‘;"' Aot
14 sde of the Dangbe. That evening we crossed the river and Eillng PRl Rl o

= "

. section - eted in the homes of the ity There were
'. Gulposts sel up and we ran patrols during our stay there, The company was once gg‘%x. city, There were

of the 2nd platoon going with baltalion trains and the 3rd platoon going fo join the 6244, eohim
Ihe remainder. of the company moved with the 251h column. | gomg 1o Mﬁ.-ﬁ. the 62nd column.

The 3rd plafoon’s task was lo act as rear guard and protect the trains of the 63nd eclhio Witk
them they drove 1o Alglsbach and on the following: day iq.%‘qmﬂbmrg; | J,E?:FE%Q Lfl o 1
10,000 Allied PW's, From Moosburg the colunn moved on the 30th to. Vﬂ&bﬁ:" LT, 1
over — the once invincible Wehrmacht wes now nothing more than a mass of deiested '
being herded 16 the PW cages. The SS still held out but the ord !‘gﬂﬁﬂﬂf@ o8
along the roads, from the hills, woods ,and he villages to give himse uupg BACLS R

The remitnder of the company memwhile Was now bivoudced at 'S
the 25th column through Ober-Pinchant, Furth, ::fd“%:m? | R e Taee
They rejoined the company al Slephanskirchen, G TR
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) Ist Lt Robert Chrisman
= ist Lt James A. Willigms
Ist Lt james D. Fraser
2nd Lt Panl M. Klinefelter
2nd Lt

Robert R. McClarren

Bernard Oldinsky

Henry Germano
Edward M. Lebanowski
John P. Wilson

Charles H. Abbott
Glenn E. Burgraff
John M. Caldwell
Howard H. Gardner
Harold E. Knisley
Willard C. Melloti

ﬂ T. Angeline
1 Drumner
S Konley

Hlowing men of “p»

020 Elm St, Ravena, Ky

015 Bonny Castle, Louisville, Ky.

359 Dodd St E Orange, N.J.

Waneco, 1.

9318 42nd Place NW, Washington, D.C.
6021, Madison S, Clarksville, Tenn.
Cawker City, Kansas

941 Highland St Syracuse, N.Y.

339 Lyell Ave, Rochester. N.Y.

731 E. Main SI, Rochester. N.Y.

1827 A No. Pulaski St, Milwaukee, Wis.
Uree, NC. )

Norridgewack, Maine

159 14th St NW, Mason City, lowa
7020 Upland St Pittsburgh, Pa.

47 S. Catalina St, Pasadena, Caiii.
Brainardsville, N.Y.

RFD No. 3, Albuquergue, New Mexica
RFD' No. 2, Urbana, Ohio

Needmore, Pa

85 Lake St, Seckonk, Mass.

Vale, N.C.

Mercer, Pa.

216 Jean Ave, Johnstown, Pa,

29 Olive St, Newburgport, Mass.

105 Mounl Hope Place, New York, N.Y.
2016 W. 21st St, Chicago, IIL

6 Cardington St, Roxbury, Mass.
Grindstone, Pa.

1650 E. 33rd So, Salt Lake City, Utah
RFD No. 3, Staunton, Va.

Byrant Court, Belleview Acres, Peoria, Il
CDunkirk, Ind.

1238 N. Shefiield Ave, Indianapolis, Ind.
Evant, Texas |

2085 Canalport Ave, Chicago, Il

92 N. Brinker Ave, Columbus, Ohio
RFD No. 2, Boyertown, Pu,

e w" gﬂﬂngmg:rw soldiers. We were
= s O 11th of H Wi made “tk

Company were awarded the Bronze

- James Fraser T Christop
Y el p A} iy apher
gl Edward Lﬂb'annwsi?,‘ Sqt. Ehghﬂiﬁ
(e Williams, and T4 James Patric.
and. polish™ is the order of fhe day. There is still
| e R ut the point system  and the Charlie
ok ‘?"_Ed_““ 99, thoughts of home and loved ones, gratitude for
spired, and from which this history i derived, The combat
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Pl
Ple
Pyt
Pyt
Pyt
Pyl

Clifton R. Smith
William E. Stanton
Marvin F. Willams
Githert S. Nickerson
Walter H. Vos
Milton E Alexander
Jose | Calderon
Lewis T, Crook
Lewis D, Flanigan

Robert C. Fleckentiein
John Freitas

Robert FF. Goodrith
John F. Haines
Robert L. Hammill
Henry H. A. Hollman
Kenneth Justice
Donald C. Midyetie
Ragmond A. Ot
Magnard A. Schuell
Clair D. Shilling

Fred Vanarsdale
Garold D. Veale

William C. A lvey, Jr.
Charles W. Beck I
Harold R, Brink

lohn P, Buchanan
Ross J. Cali

John J. Chmiel
John T. Devine
Auraliv Di Paolo
Edgar L. Durbin
Harold W, Eagley
Floyd R. Germain
Ralph Holst

Elmer L. Kamn:oy
Pablo S. Lima
Harold A. Martinez
Peter Mazzone
Robert Menzel
John E. Malligan
Edward H. Parker
Oliver A. Roberis
Arthur ). Roman
James L. Sechrist
Robert J. Tay lor
Joseph Tﬁrranﬂva Jr.
Emil C. Linger
John J, WE.ISS

James P. Campbell
Koy Gage

Lawrence |, Heckle
James A, Wueliner

'imm" ' |
1550 W. NW%WMW

417 Hays Ave, Pittsburgh, Pa. v

RBFD No. 1, Shortsville, N.Y.
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Springville, NY.

165 Mills St, New Bedford, Mass.
Vansosville, Wis. -y
udnd Margland St, Gory, Ind.
723 Western Ave, Chicago, .

Lien Del, Rrkﬂnﬁﬁ Cf!ﬂ.f m . '.'

127 W. Rivershore Drive, Niﬂgm Fa
70 Query SI, New Bedford, Mass.
21 Crain Ave, Kenf, Ohio i -
5% S, St, Florence, Mass. . o
“603 E. 9th St, Wichita, Kansas i
Wayne, Nebraska Pl
Uifort, Ohio - x &
Mew Bern, NiC. | b
51 Lehigh Ave, Rochester, N.Y. e
20 W. Main St, Louisville, Ky. s SO
PMorl Matilda, Pa. . g
ixie, Ky. | -
Warsaw, Mo. R i
1108 Salem Ave, Louisville, Ky. L
1251 Devonshire Rd, Grosse Point, Mick. - 5
Naples;, N.Y. - BN 5 F T
RFD No. 1, Crab Orchard, Ky. | ;I'-_ hg
204 Washingion St, E. Rochesler, N.Y. oot -
41 Wilkesbarre Ave, Lackawanna, N.Y. -y

P132 White Horse Park, Col'jj' Wi
312 Syeamore St, Carrollton, Ky.

216 Northerest Ave, Chekiowaga, N¥.
1740 Los Alamios Rd, Santa Rosa, Cale. -
2424 Wilson Ave, Louisville, Ky. | | "| ¥
Subinal, Texas IRt i =

Box 1654 Miami., Arizona SUSUE

1142 E. 9th St, Eric, Pa. L <L
3220 St Marga Ave, Hannibal, Mo. e
215 Parkdale Ave, Buffalo, NY. A
01 E: 3rd St, Sedalia, Mo, e ey

7 Fairmount Ave, Wakefield, Mass.
6127 S. Wolcott Ave, Chicago, .
4529 W. 1531:1'1 >t Lawuﬂale Cﬂ]if y 'I -1 ’
130 Elmwood Ave, Evanston, I, 1*
105 Seaton P]&QE NW Wﬁﬁhingtgm, Pau:.
013 S, Warren Ave, Saginaw, I i-'!
73 Union St, We&tﬁeid N3 '_-ﬂ* IF- i
22 N. Elden, |Plﬂgstﬂﬂf, Arizona R
Lawlon, Oklahoma




1514Mumuga ﬁve.&ﬂma‘m
RFD No. 2, Medina, N.Y,

Maple Rapids, Mich.
213 W. 6th Ave, Lancaster, Ohio

Garfield & Delaware, mmt:ngtun ‘Beach, Calif.
1612 West Adams St, Chicago, I

340 S, Grove, Wtchita Kansas
Kodak, Ky.
109 N. Butler St, Madison, Wis,
Port G'Cunner, Texas
Box 493, Altkin, Minn.
270 S. Grove St., E. Aurora, N.Y.
Gans, Pa,

: 4 Rod Rd, Alden, N.Y.
;H!ﬁ'ﬁﬁ. Callaway Rushville, Mo.
Frederick J. Dillemuth 631 Wyoming, Bufialo, N.Y.
Thomas H. Gaston RFD No. 4, Pinckneyville, M.
MJ Eﬁﬁtﬁn& 215 E. 107th St, New York, N.Y.
] 287 9th St, Brookiyn, N.Y.
Frm W. Iﬂurphy Cherry Grove, W. Va.
John T. O'Donohue 453 Court St, Brooklyn, N.Y. -‘
‘Albert w. Tomlinson, Jr. RFD No. 2, Elizabeth, Pa. g
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